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Start your own money making business! 


Make up to °26" an hour— 
even while learning! »si.22s 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn—Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extra inciuded With Your 
great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular Cost Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as LA 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. — ry Sart 
Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! end SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away ayaa 


training. Covers 
You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phases of 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw's shortcut training. ay ga iae 
Take advantage of today’s unprecedented opportunities in servicing and in- 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 


Stallation. This 
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we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- includes all special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
j j j f such extensive training in this 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, rapidly expanding field’as a part of 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Locksmith training 

enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 4 
tirement — good jobs too. ADVANCED Locksmithing! 


How to change combinations, in- 
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Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 
to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men la = ALL een uDeD! 
have succeeded in this fascinating v3 : co tale M5 2S 


and highly profitable field... 


“Before enrolling | checked 
other courses and also asked 
for advice from several 

locksmiths in my area. T hey 
all said yours was tops 
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business for myself 
and nowlam... 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information RUSH 


and defails by return mail. DO IT TODAY! COUPON! FOLEYBELSAW INSEMTUTE 


10826 Field Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


Fi There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
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KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 eaaeee 


_] YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
Gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 


and that no salesman will call | 


RUSH COUPON TODAY 
FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


Tells how you quickly 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
details on our 30-Da 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service Y FOLEY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 

“I opened my own business, spare 
time, seven months after | enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week.” i 


B. A, Deberry Littleton, Colorado 
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“No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort I average around $50 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 
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ITRIED 
FOR YEARS 
TOGAIN 

WEIGHT . 


lt wasn't easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in’ vain to do something 
about it, this is yourlucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right ‘amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It’s a rare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there’s more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can't go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn't 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that’s justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere... with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, Your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
... and thank your lucky stars, it’s within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it’s so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . .. and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
contidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude 


STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, atan extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don’t even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means ‘or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 


tT See ae et a eee 4 
: 

H DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. No. GM56 
; P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 ' 
: Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not H 
: sy Ae al a you will refund my money. | am adding $1 for postage (| Send me the 
1 30-Tablets size : 
Name ——— - | for $7.95 i 
i 1 
=e (] Send me the | 
1 city State Zip 60-Tablets size ! 
for $12.75 ’ 
BBS Set a te eh EI OE ene gp ena eee a A Ee j 


[/RESTLING 


CONTENTS/SPRING 1986 


6 INTRODUCTION 
Your guide to this edition of Wrestling USA" 


8 USA UPDATE 
“Dr, Death” Steve Williams talks about his incredible injury 


10 WRESTLING USA: THE FANS’ PERSPECTIVE 
“The Insider” asks: What is a rilebreaker? 


14 WRESTLING USA: DALLAS, TEXAS 
“Head to Head"—Kenry Von Erich vs. Kevin Von Erich 


18 WRESTLING USA: NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Introducing Uncle Elmer 


22 WRESTLING USA: MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
“Sports Review Interview”: Baron Von Raschke 


26 WRESTLING USA: CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
“Hotseat” interview: Jim Comette 
30 WRESTLING USA: ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
“Interview 85”: Ric Flair 
34 WRESTLING USA: BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
Intercontinental Champion . . . Again! The Resurrection Of Tito Santana 
36 WRESTLING USA: MIAMI, FLORIDA 
“I Am Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar!” By Rick Rude 


38 WRESTLING USA: NEW YORK, NEW YORK 
Exclusive Photos! How Muraco & Fuji Blinded Rock Steamboat! © 


40 WRESTLING USA: TAMPA, FLORIDA 
The Road Warriors Invite You To Their Smorgasbord Of Violence 


43 FULL-COLOR SECTION—WRESTLING ACTION USA 
@ Kendall & Barry Windham vs. Kevin Sullivan 
© Andre the Giant vs. King Kong Bundy 
@ Terry Taylor vs. Buddy Landell 
‘@ Kerry Von Erich vs. tio Bemamiaz 


47 WRESTLING USA: GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
Koloff & Khrushchev Batter Morton & Gibson: 
Is The Rock 'n’ Roll Express Speeding To Disaster? 


50 WRESTLING USA: DENTON, TEXAS 
Mike Von Erich’s Courageous Fight For Life 


52, WRESTLING USA: SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 


108 Stitches In Steve Williams’ Eye! ‘Sew Me Up, Doc, I’ve Got A Match Tonight!” 


56 WRESTLING USA: CHAMPIONSHIP EXCLUSIVE! 


Exclusive! Photos Of A Lifetime! Hulk Hogan—From The Cradle To The Throne 


81 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
Rating the announcers 


82 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The sport’s most respected rankings 


8&4 DATELINE: USA 
A dip into the reader mailbag 


Next issue on sale April 29 


FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
Stanley Weston 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
Hans W. Scholz 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
Peter King 


PUBLISHER/EXECUTIVE EDITOR . ..Peter King 
EF are 


EDITOR-IN-CHI Craig Peters 
SEN aA EDITOR Bill Apter 
: I : M. Saks 

.. Eddie Eltner 


. Jim Schuermann 
. Richard Countis 

Jeff Ryan 
Michael Steinke 
enneth Morgan 
.. Karl Hlavae 


A C1 

CHIEF, PRODUCTION ... re 
ART ASSOCIATES . Charles Foster 
Fugit iesqel dctetinvcabsltectetagcecs vase Darlene Saks 
EDITORIAL ASS! ce ogee ay ira Oechsler 


VICE PRESIDENT- —MEDIA RELATIONS 
Bill Apter 
VICE PRESIDENT—ART DIRECTION 
Kenneth Morgan 


VICE PRESIDENT— wey e DIRECTION 
Stu: 


tM. Saks 
VICE PRESIDENT—SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 
Natalie Carollo 


ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
Stuart M. Saks 


MARKETING DIRECTOR 
Craig Peters 


CIRCULATION DIRECTOR AND 
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR LIASON 
Sanford D. Meyers 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Donnalyn Cricchio 


SUBSCRIPTIONS SERVICES DIRECTOR 
Natalie Carollo 


DIRECTOR PRODUCT FULFILLMENT 
Dina Meekins 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES ASSISTANT 
Jacqueline Novellino 


MAILING FULFILLMENT 
Arthur Esposito—Chief 
Allan Holman 


COVER PHOTOS 
Warriors vs. Hansen by Duane Long 
Hogan by Bill Apter 
Santana by David Fitzgerald 
Koloff vs. Gibson by Craig Peters 


CENTERFOLD PINUPS 
Windhams vs. Sullivan by Duane Long 
Hernandez vs. Von Erich 
by Buddy Myers 
Andre vs. Bundy by David Fitzgerald 
Landell vs. Taylor by Craig Peters 


WRESTLING USA is published quarterly 
by T.V. Sports Inc., Box 48, Rockville Cen- 
tre, NY, 11751. Single copy price: $2.50. We 
are not responsible for the loss or non-re- 
turn of unsolicited manuscripts or photo- 
graphs, which will not be retumed unless 
accompanied by a self-addressed envelope 
bearing the proper amount of postage. No 
part of this magazine may be reproduced 
without the wiitten permission of the pub- 
lisher. All rights reserved. 


THE INSULT 


THAT 


MADE A MAN 
OUT OF ‘MAC’ 
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I MEAN REALLY JOUGA// 


My method of DYNAMIC-TENSION gives you results 
you can fee/ and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- Yo! 

cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 

“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (i 

turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know “ 

— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 

half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 

build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 

strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 
. afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World's Most 
Perfectly Developed Man" — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 

..a REAL man from head to toe... 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions, You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use, them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 
SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 
7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
So sure am | of how fast **Dynamic-Tension”’ 
works that I make this offer to you. Try my course 
for 7 days and in even that short period of time you 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. 

WRITE NOW! 

CHARLES ATLAS Dept 10 
P.O, Box D. Madison Square Station, New York. NY 10159 
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INTRODUCTION 
WRESTLING’S 
BEST 


HE MAGAZINE YOU hold in 

your hands is very special, for it 
represents the very best that profes- 
sional wrestling had to offer during the 
final three months of 1985, the most 
sensational year yet for professional 
wrestling. 

We begin our collection this month 
with Eddie Ellner’s ‘Insider’ column 
(page 10) from the November 1985 
Inside Wrestling. Eddie asked his read- 
ers to define what a rulebreaker is, and 
as you'll see from reading this column 
the term “rulebreaker” is not easily 
defined. 

Next we travel to Texas, for a hypo- 
thetical match between World Class 
superstars Kerry and Kevin Von Erich. 
“Head To Head’ (page 14) from the 
Winter 1985 Wrestling 85, presented 
an in-depth analysis of this dream 
contest. 

On to New York and the WWF 
next, as we look back to the Decem- 
ber 1985 issue of The Wrestler and 
“Introducing Uncle Elmer’ (page 
18), a story that drew reaction from 
fans all across the country. As you'll 
see from this story, Elmer is not quite : 
the hillbilly the WWF would like you Uncle Elmer claps Benn to the banjo music blasting through the leucepaacers during his 


to believe him to be. Madison Square Garden debut. If you'll turn to page 18, you'll learn that Uncle Elmer is just 
(Continued on page 72) the latest in a long series of aliases for Stan Frazier. 
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In each issue of Wrestling USA, “USA Update” 
will present the personal views of a wrestler 
regarding a story presented on him in this 
magazine. It is a rare opportunity to see 
another dimension of your favorite wrestlers, 
and to gain new insights into the most 
important news events in the sport 


» By Steve Williams 


[Editor’s note: The story entitled “108 
Stitches In Steve Williams’ Eye! ‘Sew 
Me Up, Doc, I’ve Got A Match To- 
night!’ ” appears on page 52.] 


HERE’S SOMETHING | want to 

explain right off the bat, here, and 
that's that | don’t know what all the 
fuss is about. 

First of all, when | was called by a 
guy by the name of Eddie Ellner, he 
told me that he was doing a story on 
me for a magazine called Wrestling 85. 
| asked him why, and he said it was 
because of the eye injury | just had. | 
got 108 stitches in my right eye as the 
result of an elbow from Brad Arm- 
strong. Ellner said it was amazing that | 
wrestled again on the same day. 

Then | was phoned by a guy named 
Stu Saks, who told me that | won the 
award as 1985’s Most Improved Wres- 
tler in the annual Pro Wrestling Illustrat- 
ed fan poll. | told him that all | do is go 
out there and wrestle as hard as | can 
in every match, and that | don't let 
injuries or fans or wimps or anyone 
bother me. 

Then | was contaced by a guy 
named Craig Peters, who said he want- 
ed me to write this “Update” column 
because Ellner’s story about me and 
my eye injury was being reprinted. 

And all | can say is: What’s all the 
fuss? 

Look, everyone is making such a big 
deal about my eye injury. Why don’t 
they sit back and take a look at my 
wrestling skills instead of my injuries? 
Maybe if they did that, they’d see that 
I'm the hardest working son of a gun in 
the whole sport. 

But no, they don’t. It takes some- 
thing like 108 stitches in my eye to 
make people sit up and take notice. 

And that’s okay. The worst thing in 
this sport is to be busting your butt 
every day and not get any recognition. 
Okay, 108 stitches is a nice story and it 
makes some sensational news, but 
now that the injury is behind me, keep 
an eye on me (no pun intended) and 
watch what | do in 1986. 

Because if you all thought | improved 
myself in ’85—well, you just wait. 
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* How many times have you tried to 
quit smoking and failed? 
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eHow many times have you wished 
someone or something could 
really help you stop smoking? 


WHEN YOU STOP SMOKING, YOU DONT HAVE TO 
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By Eddie Eliner 


rulebreaker? 


HAT IS A 

When | first posed that 
question back in the July 1985 
Inside Wrestling, | had doubts my- 
self. At the time, | asked, is a 
“rulebreaker” a definition of wres- 
tling style or a reflection of fan 
popularity? | was hoping for one, 
T-shirt-hungry fan to untangle the 
entire sordid mess. Instead, well, 
instead this: Vickie Moore, who 
signed herself a ‘‘real fan” (as op- 
posed to what, a polyurethane 
fan?) wrote ‘‘... a rulebreaker is a 
wrestler who under pressure must 
break the rules because of either 
a lack of talent or education.” 
Yes, Vickie, you know that I’ve 
always been a strong advocate for 
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If Kerry Von Erich uses a closed fist against Ric 
Flair, should he be classified as a rulebreaker? 


wrestlers to pursue their post- 
graduate studies, but mine is just 
a lone voice in the wind. 

Grace Monroe pegged a rule- 
breaker as a wrestler “who would 
do anything for money.” Of 
course, Grace, we all know that 
fan favorites are not in this game 
for the money (jeez). 

Of particular interest were en- 
tries from Jim Gentry and Mark 
Pocci. Mark listed four rules that 
must be observed for a wrestler to 
qualify as a ‘“‘rulebreaker,” of 
which numbers two and three are 
especially relevant. “2. He should 
be booed all of the time, and, 3. 
He should be deeply despised by 
the fans.” 


Jim correctly claims that “all 
wrestlers break ring rules today,” 
then adds, “to me a rulebreaker 
is one: who shows public con- — 
tempt toward us fans who pay the 
freight.” 

Jim and Mark make the impor- 
tant distinction between in-ring 
and out-of-ring activity. Whether 
it’s Kamala sculpting someone’s 
face with a razor blade or Kerry 
Von Erich throwing a punch with 
a closed fist, all wrestlers break 
the rules. The difference is in the 
fan’s perception of their actions. 
Thus, according to their interpreta- 
tion, a rulebreaker becomes a re- 
flection of fan sentiment, and as 

(Continued on page 12) 
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fickle as that may be, it’s a defini- 
tion that this writer can live with. 

Most of the letters reflected an 
overbearing, holier-than-thou _atti- 
tude of fans’ partial to fan favor- 
ites, fans who felt the actions of 
rulebreakers were despicable and 
reprehensible, without ever paus- 
ing in their denunciation to en- 
lighten us as to the exact nature 
and qualifications of a rulebreak- 
er—which was the entire object of 
the’ contest in the first place. 

However, as Thomas Paine re- 
marked (or was it Dan Shocket?), 
“| may not agree with what you 
say, but I'll defend with my life 
your right to say it.”’ Here, in print, 
is a selection of entries suffering 
from a poverty of intellect but 
which we munificently grant a 
public forum. 

From Livingston, NY: “/ use the 
word rulebreaker to describe the 
wrestlers | hate ... ” The words 
that they use to describe you 
have been censored. 

From Pittsburgh: “‘A rulebreaker 
in my terms is anyone playing 
dirty that | personally dislike ...” 
And this from a fan who claims to 
love my column. ; 

From Downtown Bruno Lauer 
of Short Hills, Pennsylvania, a fan 
who has been moved to write to 
this column so often | suspect he 
has bowel problems: “A rule- 
breaker is not hated by the fans 
because he cheats—a_rulebreak- 
er cheats because he is hated by 
the fans.’’ To Bruno—who does 
not win a T-shirt—we are sending 
a fresh frozen Perdue chicken 
and a hardboiled egg, so he can 
grapple with the question of which 
item came first. 

In fairness to Bruno, the rest of 
his letter bore right into the heart 
of the matter. “Due to the fact 
that promoters want to please the 
fans, if a Tully Blanchard or a 
Don Muraco wants to win a 
match—let alone a title—he has 
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-THE INSIDER 


(Continued from page 12) 


Reader Bruno Lauer feels that Tully Blan- 
chard is discriminated against and must 
make his own advantages. Steve Smith be- 
lieves Tully is labeled a rulebreaker simply 
because he is obnoxious. 
to create his own advantages.” 
Bruno considers such former rule- 
breakers-turned-fan favorites as 
Sgt. Slaughter, Hulk Hogan, and 
Jimmy Snuka to be men who 
have taken the easy way out. 
Steve Smith claims that a 
“wrestler’s attitude and conduct 
outside the ring greatly affects his 
popularity.”’ He too mentions Tully 
Blanchard as a “wrestler who is 
hated because he is obnoxious 
but does not cheat excessively.” 
While | agree with Steve’s basic 
premise, | feel it’s my duty to re- 
port to him the sad fact that Tully 
Blanchard does excessively cheat. 
Maybe it’s because I’m still get- 
ting my feet wet with this column, 
or perhaps I’m just sensitive by 
nature, but | do, in all sincerity, 
wish | could print all the letters | 
received. But | can’t, and it is now 


time to announce the winner of 
the contest, that lucky devil who is 
about to receive a brand new, 
plum red, 1985 PW/ T-shirt. 

The winning entry belongs to 
Jamie Stecker of Woodmere, New 
York, who wrote, simply but elo- 
quently: “a rulebreaker can exist 
only in a vacuum where there are 
no fans, and where good looks 
and personality are not rewarded 
all out of proportion. If two men 
wrestle in the presence of a refer- 
ee and if one of those men 
punches, bites, uses a foreign ob- 
ject, or otherwise breaks the laws 
of wrestling, then he can correctly 
be defined as a rulebreaker.” 
Yes, | know, it’s 63 words, but | 
felt it appropriate to give a little bit 
of credit for breaking the rules. 
Congratulations to Jamie and my 
thanks to everyone else who 
wrote in. Remember, you don't 
need a contest to write. 

| leave you this month with one 
final entry, which took the form of 
a poem (I think) and was submit- 
ted by Bernadette Hoffman of 
Goose Creek, South Carolina. 


The Rulebreaker 

He’s a man of pride and dignity 
He’s hated everywhere 

Yet arenas fill to capacity 
Whenever he is there. 


His style is disputable 

The fans scream and cuss 
He really-tries his best 

To intensify the fuss. 


He swings his opponents across 
Who now knows of his fate, 
The Rulebreaker holds 
his chin up high 
Which makes the fans irate. 


For Bernadette we have a two- 
week extension course at the 
Jack Kerouac School for Disem- 
bodied Poets and a copy of the 
booklet Small Engine Repair: A 
Guide On How To Start Your 
Own Money-Making Business. 1 
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TX 78291 - 
CALLUS Dissipate Moisturizer. Safe. Guaranteed. Write 
free information; 3069, Omak, WA 98841 _ is 
HOW TO Bulld A Savings Account. Free Details: B. Club, 
Box 38(X), Powell River, B.C., VBA 425 __ Sa 
MASTERCARD Available! Credit history unimportant! 
Moneyback Guarantee, 1(800)624-6007x559 (Florida 
(305)584-4111) 
MAILING LISTS 
FREE MAILING list consultation. Details: GOC(AK2), Box 
1107, Stuart, FL 33494, (305)334-5205. (800)554-5478. 
VIDE 
MOTORHOME Video Travel Tapes, Details: Tapes, Box 
1109(VS), Agoura, CA 91301 ss ~~ 
1,000,000 VIDEOTAPES! Lowest prices! All ratings! Catalog- 
-~$1.00. RTS/VSI, Box 1829, Novato, CA 94948 
ASTROLOGY & OCCULT 
SATAN'S Hope: For Those Who Dare Meet The Devil Box 
353, Victoria Station, Montreal, H3Z 2V8 
MONEYMAKIN PORTUNITIES 
EARN $200.00 Weekly Mailing Circulars. Senoff Enterprises, 
VS, 1589 Albion, Rexdale, Ontario M9V 186. Enclose a self- 
addressed envelope. 
FANTASTIC Earnings! Home Business. Details: ABZ, 514-D 
Castro, San Francisco, CAQ4114 
$10-$360 WEEKLY/Up, Mailing Circulars! No Quotas. 
Sincerely Interested, Rush stamped envelope: National Divi- 
sion, Box 20728(XV5), San Diego, CA 92120 


ATTENTION 


How much do you want to make every month 
quietly at home? Do you want something 
that can really make you become financially 
successful fast and easy? For more informa- 
tion, send $1 with name and address (please 
print) to: 

FEC, P.O. Box 2698, Altoona, PA 16603. 


STRONG ARMS, 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
— MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, magnif- 
icently-powerful chest, powerful shoul- 
ders, strong stomach muscles and legs 
that will seldom tire! No Apparatus or 
Exercisers — your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System 
develops muscular strength 3 times 
faster than conventional methods! 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES 


Scientific lsometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes 
just 10 minutes a day of easy exercises 
that will not tire you. No long hours of 
boring exercises with weights or costly 
are aamehics is the ene — — MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON NOW! — —— 
iscovery of West German scientists 

who found a new thrilling way to build | hoes cet New lowes D701 ae 

powerful, strong muscles in 10 minutes 
a day. Each exercise is done for only 10 
seconds a day! Completely illustrated. 
MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISOMET- 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP 
—FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! 


0.K, Mike Marvel, enclosed is my $5.00. Send me your | 
entire Scientific Isometric Dynaflex System in one book 
which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATTRACTING | 
GIRLS.” | must agree that the Dynaflex method has given 
| me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in my 
| muscles, made me so strong that | can be proud to show | 
BACK ' my friends how strong | am. 
am | And it must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else | 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my $5.00 back—with 
no questions asked upon return of the book. | 


LO i Se | 
| Address SSS — 
city State a | 
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Our low 
price only 


2 for only 
513.50 
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The knife that 
has everything for the 


®Fish scaler ®@Hook 
remover eScissors 
@Small blade 


— = 


Soldwitha \A 


wwe ®Bottle openere2 
AD, screwdriverseKey 
i 7 ring ®Corkscrew 


®Awl@Reamer 
®@Nail file@Large 


Zz 
MONEY-BACK bladee Wood saw 
GUARANTEE ‘A @Can opener 
A @Inch/mm measure 
Ze 
Compare the number of useful blades. Compare the kind Z eWire stripper 


of elements contained in this multi-use wonder, You've, < 
seen knives with fewer than 1/3 the elements selling as ; 
high as twice the original pre-discount price. It’s aspecial 1 
import, made by overseas craftsmen and brought to you 1 
at a price that represents a discount of at least 50%. It's ' 
truly the chance of a lifetime to own a treasure you'll ' 
cherish for a lifetime. Carry it in your pocket. Keep it in : 
your workshop, your tackle box, your boat, your glove } 
1 
! 
\ 
' 
1 


DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC., pe AaT 
P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, FL 1 
Please send __ Swiss Army style knives at $7.45 
for one; $13.50 for 2 and $6.50 for each additional 
one. | am adding $1.00 for postage and handling 
regardless of the number of knives | order. 


ee we a ee ee ee 


compartment. It'll come in handy any number of times, | Name 
Buy more than one for yourself and for gift-givingforany | Address 
occasion. The more you buy the more you save. But, take ‘ 
our tip and order now. Our supply won't last forever. oe 
; State _ Zip = E 


HEAD TO HEAD 


KERRY 
VON ERICH 


WRESTLING USA: DA 


Reprinted from wi 


eI 6 = ‘ # T ° 


Brother combinations are far from rare in professional 
wrestling. Terry and Dory Funk Jr., Jack and Jerry Brisco, 
Brett and Buzz Sawyer, Jerry and Eddie Graham, Gene 
and Ole Anderson, Johnny and Jerry (and Jimmy and 
Johnny) Valiant—among several others—have all made 
their mark in wrestling’s history book. 

It is the opinion of many wrestling observers, however, 
that none of those teams could match the combination of 
Kerry and Kevin Von Erich’s consistent high marks in the 
categones of strength, agility, conditioning, and 
teamwork. 

Both brothers grew up in Denton, Texas. Both have 
wrestled professionally for about seven years, Both main- 
tain an almost fanatical devotion to physical training and 
conditioning. And both have managed to capture a fistful 
of World Class area titles and, in the process, a fistful of 
championship matches against NWA World champion 
Ric Flair. 

For Kerry Von Erich, one of those matches proved to 
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KEVIN 
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be successful. Kerry defeated Flair on May 6, 1984, in 
Texas Stadium to capture the NWA belt he would wear 
for 18 days. Kevin hoped to repeat Kerry's title success 
on the May 5, 1985, Texas Stadium card, but while he 
displayed masterful skills against the champion, Flair 
managed to escape with his title intact. 

Both men continue to hold fast to the dream of captur- 
ing the NWA World title. And both men continue to 
remain at the front of the line of contenders who are 
ready and willing to wrestle Flair anyplace at any time. 

The questions have been posed dozens of times to 
both Kevin and Kerry: If you had to wrestle your brother 
for a title, or for a title shot, would you do so? Who 
would win? And what kind of a match do you think it 
would be? 

The latter two questions are the ones we posed to the 
four men on the opposite page. Their analyses are as 
fascinating and intriguing as the very thought of a Kerry 
vs, Kevin matchup. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


BRUISER BRODY 

That's a match I'd like to see. Kerry against 
Kevin Von Erich, It would be a classic battle, 
No question. 

Kevin, obviously, has the aerial skills. But I 
wonder whether he has the weight to give 
those skills the authority they really need in 
order to be effective. I don't think he does. 
Kerry's not as agile as Kevin, but he's bulkier, 
and a dropkick from Keny will do more 
damage than a dropkick from Kevin. 

But Kevin's got the edge in speed, and 
that’s a big factor. Kevin could escape a lot of Kerry's attempted moves 
and maneuvers, But does Kerry have the smarts to use this as a way of 
wearing Kevin down? And does Kevin have the stamina to keep dodg- 
ing Kerry if he does take that strategy? 

Getting back to the aerial attack, I have another thought: I think that 
Kevin's flying bodypress would be ineffective against Kerry. I can see a 
case where Kevin tried the move, and Kerry just caught him and, in a 
version of the belly-to-belly, just threw him to the mat fora pin attempt. 
I think Kerry's defense against an aerial attack is good. Very good, Arid 
probably better than Kevin's defense against a ground-based attack. 

But a big problem that Kerry does have is that he tries too hard to 
maneuver his opponent into the clawhold. Now there's a question: Can 
one Von Erich withstand another Von Erich’s clawhold? I wonder, 
Imagine Kerry and Kevin locked in battle, each giving the other the 
claw simultaneously. Who would win? 

I think that if Kerry could hold back his dependency on the claw, if 
he could wrestle smart to win instead of wrestling to apply the claw, he 
would win the match. 


Over the course of his independent and tumultuous career, Bruiser 
Brody has wrestled against and alongside both Kerry and Kevin Von 
Erich. 


DAVID MANNING 

That's a good question, and I think that 
there are a lot of factors to take into consider- 
ation, a lot of questions that have to be asked 
before you can pick any winner. 

First of all, are both men going to wrestle 
to their limit? Because if they're not willing to 
go all the way, that's going to make a big 

® difference in the outcome. If Kerry’s going to 

wrestle Kevin like he wrestles Ric Flair, and 

! Kevin's not willing to match that determiria- 

' tion, call Kerry the winner. If Kerry's going to 

hold back because Kevin's his older brother, and Kevin wrestles like 
he’s in the ring with Chris Adams, then call Kevin the winner. 

Secondly, what kind of a match will it be? Will there be a 20-minute 
time limit or a one-hour time limit? In a specialty match, such as a 
lumberjack match or a Texas death match, I think Kevin's high-flying 
style might have the edge, whereas Kerry's across-the-board style 
would give him the advantage in a straightforward match. 

As for match length, I think Kevin's style is more explosive, and 
would give him an advantage in a 20-minute match, whereas Kerry 
might fare better in a lengthier contest. 

But there’s another question to consider: When will this match take 
place? A month from now, with two weeks rest beforehand? Or right 
now? Because if the match happened tomorrow, all other conditions 
being equal, I would say that Kerry would probably win, because | 
think Kevin's feud with Chris Adams has taken a lot out of him. 

So there you have my answer: either Kerry or Kevin. Sorry I couldn't 
pin it down more than that, but I see.too many variables to give you 
one definite answer, . 
David Manning has been a World Class area referee for nearly a 
decade. He has officiated literally hundreds of matches involving 
Kerry and Kevin Von Erich. 


CHRIS ADAMS 

Now that’s funny! Imagine these two prissy 
blokes wrestling each other. It would be jolly 
well hilarious watching them try and avoid 
mussing each other's hair for the whole 
match, 

All right, I'll be serious. And I'm basing my | 
judgment here not on watching these fellows 
in any matches against The Freebirds, or sin- 

=4 gles matches against Gino Hemandez or One 
i Man Gang or Ric Flair, but on my own expe- 
rience wrestling both of them. 

Kevin Von Erich is a maniac. He's a certifiable lunatic. There are 
times in the ring when I am convinced, and I have no doubts about 
this, that he has lost any and all semblance of self-control. 1 mean, just 
look at the time he tried to put my eye out with a chair! And let me tell 
you, it’s not just in the ring. I doubt whether he has much self-control 
when he’s not in a match. 

Kerry Von Erich, on the other hand, is pure self-control. He knows 
where he is in the ring at any given second, and he's a very thouglitful 
wrestler. He’s had a taste of that World title, and it's given him a 
special self-confidence that shows. He’s an excellent wrestler, and I 
would even hazard to quess that he’s had some training in the Europe- 
an tradition of wrestling. 

But to place these two fellows in the ring against each other—well, 
I'll tell you. It may sound crazy, but I'll place my money on Kevin. Yes, 
he's a lunatic. Yes, he’s a wildman. But you know something? I've 
thrown everything I have against this dizzy bloke, and the son of a gun 
keeps coming at me. Yes, he’s crazy. And that craziness would allow 
him to win a match over Keny. 

“Gentleman” Chris Adams’ feud with the Von Erichs is legendary, 
He has wrestled in dozens of singles and tag team matches against 
Kerry and Kevin Von Erich. 


MIKE VON ERICH 
Boy, you're really putting me on the spot! 
That's a heck of a question, Kerry or Kevin? 
I'll tell you something, though, I've actually 
seen this match. Well, not really, not a sanc- 
tioned match. But sometimes when we get 
together and spar and train with each other, 
we'll do a little one on one. And I think when 
Kerry and Kevin spar one on one, they tend 
to get.a little more serious than when it's me 
Uy and Kerry, or me and Kevin. They kind of 
push each other a little more than just train- 

ing and sparring calls for. 

Kevin is a flyer, He loves to dropkick, and he loves to use the flying 
bodypress and cross-bodyblock. And he catches an opponent off- 
guard lots of times when he does unleash that kind of attack. 

But Kerry knows Kevin's style all too well, and I don’t think that aerial 
attack would surprise him, 

On the other hand, Kerry’s style is a little more balanced. He drop- 
kicks well, but depending on the match and the opponent, he can also 
mount an excellent scientific attack based on holds and locks. 

Kevin knows that side of Kerry, but I think his agility and speed 
would enable him to counter that style. 

J think that’s really the key point here. It’s not so much a question of 
style against style as it is a question of the fact that Kemy and Kevin know 
each other's style so well. They're able to anticipate each other's moves. 
Sometimes it’s like they can anticipate each other's thoughts—that’s what 
makes them such a great two-man tag team when they get together. 

* I'm gonna hedge my bet here and call it a draw—I don’t want Kerry 
or Kevin to go as hard on me in our next sparring session as they are 
on each other! 

1984 Rookie of the Year Mike Von Erich has wrestled in dozens of 
fag team matches with his brothers Kerry and Kevin Von Erich, 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, ‘‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco, 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil, 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson, 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras, 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling !|, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 


January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 


February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 

May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia, 


March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Slories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling I, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino, 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski. 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel, 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include; Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie: 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 


November 1980/Stories include; 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Kolofi 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw, 

May 1981/Stories include; Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bookwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


OCTOBER 1985 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 


February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 


Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk, 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 


June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton, 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes, 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes, 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors: 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 

February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham, 

May. 1984/Stories include: |ron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling UI. 

August 1984/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik, 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warmiors. 
December 1984/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum TA. 
January 1985/Stories include; Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include; Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, The Road 
Warriors 

February 1986/Stories include: Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express, The Road Warriors, Mulli- 
gan & Windham 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes, 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling I!, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammantino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Hl, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Yon 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling Il, Mascaras, 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 


April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras, 


October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 


tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 


November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 


December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 


Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 


February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 


SPLOAL FULL COLOH SCAIVUIOR SET TION, 


AUGUST 1985 
May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race, = 
duly 1979/Stories include: Wrestling II, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 
August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar 
October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 
December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 
January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 
February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 
March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 
April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. - 
May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 
June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 
August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano, 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 
October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 


ee Saye 


Pasi 


OCTOBER 1985 
November 1980/Stories include: Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs, 


June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 


Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol, 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodés, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 


January 1982/Stories include; Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 


March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 


Albano, Flair, Race. 


April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 


strongs, Valentine, Santana. 


May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 


June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 


Reed, Albano, Piper. 


July 1982/Stories include; Rich, Sawyer, 


Flair, Steamboat. 


August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 


el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair, 


December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 


Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog, 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 
March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 


May 1983/Stories include; Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff, 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include; 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki, 
December 1983/Stories include; Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include; Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include; Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include; Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff, 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

pega 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus; Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs, 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 


January 1986/Stories include: 20th An- 


niversary, 10 Greatest Wrestlers, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Sammartino 


February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 


Orndorff, Flair, Hansen 
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INTRODUCING 


UNCLE ELMER 


Fans cheer wildly as Uncle Elmer dosey-dos to down-home banjo music 
with Hillbilly Jim in the center of the ring. Contrary to many fans’ 
opinions, though, Elmer is no newcomer to the sport of wrestling 


Uncle Elmer is greeted by the fans before his debut appearance in Madison Square Garden. 
The only thing new about Uncle Elmer is his name. 


HE TIME HAS come to clear 

up the confusion surrounding 
an individual by the name of Un- 
cle Elmer. 

What kind of confusion? The 
confusion that results from adopt- 
ing repeated aliases and varied 
wrestling styles over the past 10 


18 


years. People want to know who 
Uncle Elmer is—and we begin to 
wonder whether Elmer himself 
really knows who he is! 

It's hardly foreign to wrestling 
that an individual would change 
his name at some point in his ca- 
reer: Krusher Khrushchev was 


once known as Krusher Darsow, 
Magnum T.A. was once known as 
Terry Allen, and a fellow by the 
name of Hulk Hogan was once 
known as Terry Boulder. 

The phenomenon is by no 
means unique to wrestling: rock 
’n’ roller John Mellencamp recent- 
ly discarded the name John Cou- 
gar, Boris Karloff was born Wil- 
liam Henry Pratt, and Woody 
Allen’s real name is Allen Stewart 
Konigsberg. 

But when an individual changes 
names repeatedly over the course 
of just a few years, one has to 
wonder why. 

Far be it from us to attempt to 
analyze the reasons behind Uncle 
Elmer’s various aliases. But we 
can trace the lineage back to 
1974 and an unspecified plot of 
farmland somewhere between 
Tennessee and Florida. 

Jerry Lawler, then a rulebreak- 
er, and his manager, Sam Bass, 
were driving from Memphis to 
Florida during a wrestling tour of 
the Southeast. The road was fa- 
miliar; they had both been here 
before. Dozens, if not hundreds, 
of farms provided the motonous 
scenery for their 800-mile trip. 

Soon, Lawler and Bass were 
driving on instinct. Their attention 
turned from the road to the farms 
on the side of the road. They be- 
gan passing the time by noting 

(Continued on page 20) 
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INTRODUCING 
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erry Lower!) Bn 
Elmer began his career about 10 years ago 
wrestling under the name Plowboy Frazier. 
He has since been Kamala ll, The Lone 
Ranger, Playboy Frazier, and, finally, Uncle 
Elmer. 

how various farm animals remind- 
ed them of friends and fellow 
wrestlers. Laughter always makes 
a long drive pass that much more 
quickly. 

In Mississippi, though, one farm 
animal, however, really did look 
more like a man than an animal. 
In fact, it was a man: A 400- 
pound-plus behemoth plowing the 
fields, though instead of guiding 
the plow pulled by a mule, this 
man was taking the place of the 
mule, pulling the plow that was 
being guided by his father! 

Amazed by. the sight, Lawler 
and Bass stopped the car and 
Bass signed him to a managerial 
contract on the spot. Dazzled by 
dreams of riches and worldwide 
fame in professional wrestling, the 
giant climbed into the car with 
Bass and Lawler and traveled to 
Florida. A few days later, Plowboy 
Frazier made his_ professicnal 
wrestling debut in a tag team 
match with Jerry Lawler. 


(Continued from page 18) 


For the next few years, Frazier 
continued to team with Lawler. 
Bass, who clearly took advantage 
of Frazier, maximized his profit by 
not paying Frazier any money. In- 
stead, Plowboy was’ paid off with 
fake Rolex watches and cheap 
jewelry and trinkets. 

When Jerry Jarrett, who was 
then at odds with Lawler and 
Bass, pointed this out to Frazier 
and the Mid-Southern fans, Fraz- 
ier turned on Lawler and Bass 
and became a fan favorite. 

In the months to follow, Frazier 
would referee several matches in 
the Mid-Southern area as well as 
feud with Lawler and Bass. But it 
didn’t take long for another man- 
ager to take advantage of the big 
man: Jimmy Hart took on Fraz- 
ier’s contract, forced the man to 
wear war paint on his face and 
body, and dubbed him. “Kamala 
hie 

When “Kamala Il’ failed to 
make an impression on the Mid- 
Southern scene, Frazier changed 
aliases again. He donned a mask 
and wrestled as “The Lone Rang- 
er.” When that failed to bring him | 
the notoriety he desired, Frazier 
started wearing a tuxedo and gau- 
dy jewelry and called himself 
“Playboy Frazier.” 

No matter what the -name or 
the approach to the sport, Frazier/ 
Kamala |I/Ranger/Playboy couldn’t 
achieve the success he desired. 

So when the call came from 
Hillbilly Jim to join him in the 
WWF, the big man from Philadel- 
phia, Mississippi, came to the 
WWF and was introduced as Un- 
cle Elmer. 

It’s unusual that The Wrestler 
will feature a 10-year veteran in 
the “Introducing” section—but 
then Uncle Elmer is a most un- 
usual individual. And after all, Un- 
cle Elmer is a newcomer to wres- 
tling—it’s Plowboy Frazier who’s 
been around for 10 years! O 
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Qe SPORTS REVIEW EE 


BARON VON RASCHKE 


Baron Von Raschke has spent 
the latter part of his career con- 
spicuously in the shadows. 
‘Choosing to team with a pair of 


bookend legends named Bruiser 
and Crusher, Von Raschke has 
earned the. unusual distinction .of 


being the most “popular” yet 


least publicized wrestler in the 
AWA. 

The Baron has eschewed com- 
mon fame for what he considers 
reparation—paybacks to the fans 
for the years he spent as an evil 
rulebreaker. And evil is being kind 
in describing the type of man that 
Baron Von Raschke was early in 
his career. Managed by Bobby 
Heenan, Raschke brought his 


. Nazi-inspired  viciousness over 


from Germany and wreaked hav- 
oc throughout the United States. 
It was claimed that Von. 
Raschke’s trademark hold, the 
iron claw, caused almost a dozen 
wrestlers to retire prematurely 
from the ring. His battles against 
AWA champion Verne Gagne and 
WWF champion Bruno Sammar- 
tino have a permanent spot in the 
wrestling card catalogue—see 
brutality. 

On May 6, 1984, Von Raschke 
and Crusher defeated Jerry Black- 
well and Ken Patera to capture 
the AWA World tag team champi- 
onship. By that point in his career, 
Von Raschke had convinced the 
fans that he had left his rulebreak- 
ing ways behind him forever. 

Von Raschke owes his change 
in attitude to several things: the 
acquired wisdom that can only 
come with age, a’desire to hear 
the fans’ cheers before he retired, 
and several other surprising rea- 
sons that he discloses in this in- 
terview with Assistant Editor Eddie 
Ellner. 


: Hello, Baron, and welcome to 
this interview. | would like you 
to know that when | was a 
child, you were one of the 
wrestlers | most respected. 

: Thank you. That’s unusual, 
as | was quite a rulebreaker 
then. | didn’t think anyone 
liked me back then. 

: | didn’t say | liked you, Baron. 
| said | respected you, re- 
spected your integrity. Frankly, 
only an idiot could go around 
rooting for someone draped 
inside a Nazi flag. 

: You must understand the 
times. My father and my un- 
cle were part of the Nazi 
party. We weren't pro- 
grammed to think for our- 
selves. When | came over to 
America | knew how to 
wrestle. | also knew that | 


Von Raschke, a man who turned from 
bad to good, has tremendous con- 
tempt for Larry Zbyszko, who tumed 
from good to bad (below). The Baron 
headiocks Warrior Animal (bottoy). 


must intimidate my oppo- 
nents if | was to be success- 
ful. | thought the Nazi image 
would help me accomplish 
that. And it worked. About 
that there can be no doubts. 
Other men were so scared 
of me they shook in my 
presence. The Nazi image 
was ... 


: For the sake of expediency, 


not to mention productive in- 
tercourse, | think we should 
forgo any further discussion of 
the Nazi party and its politics. 


: Well, what | was going to 


say was that | never agreed 
with the Nazi message. | 
was just using it as an 
intimidator. 


: So now, Baron Von Raschke, 


you find yourself the object of 
fan support and enthusiasm at 
a rate unprecedented in your 
career. Your face is on vari- 
ous T-shirts and coffee mugs 
and | understand they have 
trouble keeping them on the 
shelves. Yet you haven’t bla- 
tantly courted fan support as 
so many of your cheer-crazy 
brethren have. Would you ex- 
plain that? 
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: ’ve learned that actions are 


the true barometer of a man. 
When | decided to change, | 
was determined to do so 
quietly. | didn’t want to 
make a big deal out of it. | 
felt that | owed the fans 
something for all those 
years of brutality, and before 
| deserve their cheers | have 
to pay some little dues. 


: Do you remember going on 


television about six years ago 


and telling a nationwide audi- 
ence that you were going to 
make hasenpfeffer out of 
Verne: Gagne? 


: ’'m sure | made many state- 


ments like that back then. 
But | feel that my actions 
over the past three years are 
themselves a statement. I’ve 
fought courageously against 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie. I’ve 
supported all the American 
wrestlers against foreigners. 


AWA champion Rick Martel poses with his ‘‘valet,”’ Bertha Von Raschke. The 
Baron must have felt strange with hair on his head! 


Sn ee 


And in so doing I’ve never 
sought the spotlight. When 
you’ve got a head like mine 
the spotlight can be 
dangerous. 


: What kind of champion has 


Rick Martel made? 


: An excellent one. | think he 


has, in a very quiet way, be- 
come one of the most formi- 
dable wrestlers in the world. 
It amazes me that people 
still underestimate him. 


: | understand your need for the 


goosestep to keep in line with 
your Nazi image. Why are you 
still doing it today? 


: The goosestep was never 


really part of the image—at 
least | never intended it to 
be. It is my way to psych 
myself up. It gets my mo- 
mentum going, my blood 
boiling. Although the crowd 
gets excited by it, it is not 
supposed to be a crowd 
pleaser. It’s a _ personal 
thing. That is all the people 
need to know. 


: Do you ever feel the desire to 


go out into the ring, kick your 
opponent in the groin, punch 
him flush on the face, clamp 
the claw on their head until 
they pass out, and throw them 
out of the ring? 


: Being cheered doesn’t—or it 


shouldn’t, at least—mean 
that you lost your aggres- 
siveness. | go in the ring to 
win. | don’t fool around. You 
can’t fool around when 
you’re keeping company 
with men like Bruiser and 
Crusher. | don’t feel that my 
tactics have changed that 
dramatically. My attitude 
has, but not my tactics. Be- 
ing cheered is more a matter 
of the company you keep 
than anything else. 


: | have here a picture of Rick 


Martel posed with a volup- 
tuous blonde by the name of 


When Von Raschke tumed good, referees 
still judged his actions on his reputation. 
Here, the referee makes him release a clean 
headiock on Bobby Duncum. 


Bertha Von Raschke? Could 
you give the history behind 
this unnatural liason? 

A: Yes, well my sister was in 
town from Dusseldorf where 
she wrestles for her athletic 
club, and she agreed to help 
Martel out in his feud with 
Jim Garvin and Precious. 
They had a wonderful go at 
it. 

Q: You stand there with a per- 
fectly straight face on and ex- 
pect me to believe a bunch of 
Wiener-schnitzel. We all know 
that Bertha was you in a dime 
store wig. 

A: Dime store? That wig set 
Martel back $49. 

Q: At least you have a sense of 
humor. Before we go, | must 
ask the perfunctory question. 
Do you want a shot at Martel? 

A: What professional wrestler 
does not want an opportuni- 
ty to wrestle for the champi- 
onship of the world? 

Q: Well put. Thanks for your 
time, Baron. O 
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@ 16 pages of color 

@ Printed on coated slick paper 

® A WRESTLING 86 EXCLUSIVE— ; ° 
Barry Windham: The Man Who 
Said “No” To The WWF 

@ Eight color photos and a full report 
on the Russians’ trip to Washington, 
D.C.! 

® Exciting color features on Kevin . 
Von Erich; and Stan Hansen vs. 
Rick Martel 

® Interview 86: The Road Warriors = 

@ One On One: Four experts choose the winner ofa 
hypothetical match between Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka and 
Randy ‘Macho Man” Savage 

@ Full-color Private Side: Magnum T.A. 

® You Decide: Is Vince McMahon helping or hurting 
wrestling? 

@ Jake Roberts in the “Crossfire” 

® Official ratings in 14 categories 


Wrestling 86 


Packed With Color Photos Of Wrestling’s 
Biggest Stars! 
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The Best Keeps Getting Better! 


JIM CORNETTE: 


“WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T 
BUY HAPPINESS?” 


HERE ARE TWO types of 

managers in professional wres- 
tling. Type one builds a large stable 
and attempts to guide those men to 
various titles, splitting his time more or 
less equally among three, four, or 
sometimes even five or six competitors. 
Number among these managers indi- 
viduals like Capt. Lou Albano, Bobby 
“The Brain’ Heenan, and Percy 
Pringle. 

Type two chooses a single wrestler 
or a single tag team, and devotes 100 
percent of his time, energy, and ability 
toward making that one man or team 
as successful as they can possibly be. 
It’s a technique that has worked quite 
well for Paul Ellering and The Road 
Warriors. 

For the last few years, Jim Cornette 
has been a “‘type two”’ manager, de- 
voting all his time to The Midnight 
Express, Dennis Condrey and Bobby 
Eaton. 

The young manager has guided 
Condrey and Eaton to the Mid-South, 
Mid-Southern, and World Class tag 
team titles. Now in the World Cham- 
pionship area, Cornette is looking to 
guide the Express to the NWA World 
tag team title, currently held by The 
Rock °n’ Roll Express. 

Associate Editor Craig Peters spoke 
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with Cornette about himself, Condrey 
and Eaton, and their plans for the im- 
mediate future. 


Q: As we’re speaking, Jim, it’s been 
about a week since The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express captured the NWA 
World tag team title from Krusher 


i 
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There won’t be a feud, 
because the first time Dennis 
and Bobby step into the ring 

with Morton and Gibson, 
it’s going to be total 
- destruction, and The 
Midnight Express will be the 

NWA World tag team 

champions. 
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Khrushchev and Ivan Koloff. A 
feud between Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson and your Midnight 
Express is virtually inevitable. How 
would you comment on that? 


A: I would comment on that the same 


way I would comment on anything 
else you’re going to be asking me 
here, Craig Peters, and that would 
be with intelligence, with wit, and 
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with a wisdom and foresight that 
obviously you don’t possess. Now, 
with that out of the way, allow me 
to address your question with the 
expression of two words: 
“Loverboy” and ‘‘Beautiful,’’ and 
you know as well as I do that I’m 
talking about the two men that are 
the human highlight film of profes- 
sional wrestling, Loverboy Dennis 
Condrey, and Beautiful Bobby Ea- 
ton, The Midnight Express. Now, 
as to your question about a possi- 
ble feud between these two teams, 
I would say that no, there will not 
be a feud. Aren’t you going to ask 
me why not? 


: Why not? 
: I’m glad, you asked me that. There 


won’t be a feud, because the first 
time Dennis and Bobby step into 
the ring with Morton and Gibson, 
it’s going to be like old home week 
when Godzilla was reunited with 
Tokyo. Total destruction, and The 
Midnight Express will be the NWA 
World tag team champions. 


: The Midnight Express have locked 


horns with the Rock ’n’ Rolls be- 
fore, and]... 


: Locked horns? No, we haven’t 


locked horns. We’ve obliterated 
them, we've embarrassed them, 


66 


Mother provided me with 


the initial investment. It was 


a matter of applying my 


own unique strategic genius 


a 
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to make The Midnight 
Express the most feared 
team in the sport today. 
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we’ve shown them up to be the 
product of pure hype and fan stu- 
pidity that they are. Frankly, it 
astonishes me that they were able 
to win the World tag team belts 
from Ivan Koloff and: Krusher 
Khrushchev. T’ll bet the Russians 
were suffering from a bad case of 
mononucleosis that night. That’s 
the only explanation I can come up 
with. They were too weak from 
sickness to do what had to be done 
to Morton and Gibson. As far as 
Loverboy Dennis and Beautiful 
Bobby are concerned, however, 
winning the belts from Morton and 
Gibson will be like taking candy 
from the proverbial baby. 


: There is one thing I’d like to ask 


you, Jim... 


: One thing? Just one? You’ve al- 


ready asked me three questions. 
You call yourself an interviewer? 
Go ahead, ask away. 


: What is the story behind your rela- 


Manager Jim Cornette beams as his tag team, The Midnight Express, hug after a victory 
(above). Comette howls at the fans (below), who, no matter, where he has managed, have 
been unanimous in their contempt for the pompous manager. 


Q: 


A: 


tionship with your mother? What I 
mean to say is . 


: What is the story? Tell me, Craig 


Peters, what’s the story behind 
your relationship with your remedi- 
al thinking instructor? What are 
you trying to imply? 


: I’m not trying to imply anything, 


but you seem to refer to your 
mother often in interviews, and 
from what I undersfand she is the 
one who provides you with all your 
money. 


: First of all, no, you’re wrong, she 


doesn’t provide me with all of my 
money. What she did do was pro- 
vide me with the initial investment 
necessary to obtain the expensive 
contracts of Loverboy Dennis and 
Beautiful Bobby, and from there it 
was a matter of applying my own 
unique strategic genius and leading 
the Express to a series of tag team 
victories that have made them fhe 
most feared team in the sport 
today. 

Just how expensive were those 
contracts? 

Just how many pairs of those 


The Southern tag team championship is just 
one of the many regional titles Comeite’s 
Midnight Express have held. Now Comette 


has his sights set on the NWA World tag . 


team title. 
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pants did you get for your five 
dollars? All I have to tell you is— 
well, I don’t have to tell you any- 
thing, actually, but I will tell you 
that simply obtaining their con- 
tracts, over and above any monthly 
compensation, was well into the six 
figures for each man. 


: That’s quite a piece of change. 
: You don’t know how big a piece 


of change that is. Hahaha. Yes in- 
deed, who says you can’t buy hap- 
piness? I’ve bought happiness in 
the tag team that has no peer, the 
combination that is more suited to 
each other than Johnny Carson 
and Ed McMahon. 


: The Midnight Express. 
: Precisely. 
: And you really are happy, aren’t 


you? 


: Wouldn’t you be happy if you 


were the premier manager in the 
sport of professional wrestling? 


eee 
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Your best is thoroughly 
inferior to the worst that 
The Midnight Express can 
possibly be. Because our 


worst is better than anyone’s 


best. And at our best— 
, watch out! 
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(2 SS ee 
Q: I’m not sure. 
A: You’re not sure of which shoe to 


put on which foot in the morning, 
are you? All I know is that when 
the chips finally fall and settle to 
the ground, it’s going to be yours 
truly who controls the NWA 
World tag team title. 


: Have you ever considered manag- 


ing anyone else besides Condrey 
and Eaton? 


: And have you ever considered go- 


ing into another line of work? 
These are the most ridiculous ques- 
tions I’ve ever had the misfortune 
of being asked. You’re like every- 
one else in the wrestling world: 
Your best is thoroughly inferior to 
the worst that The Midnight Ex- 
press or myself can possibly be. 
Because our worst is better than 
anyone’s best. And at our best— 
watch out! And we’re always at 
our best. And ‘that’s why we’re 
destined to control the NWA.) 
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INTERVIEW 85 
RIC FLAIR 


Over the course of three NWA World heavyweight title reigns since mid-1981, Ric Flair has set a standard that the rest of the 
wrestling world has been scrambling to keep up with. 


Flair was born in Memphis, Tennessee, but he was raised in Minneapolis. While in high school, Flair won the state high school 
wrestling championship two years straight. He went on to the University of Minnesota, amassing a tremendous amount of 
collegiate wrestling experience as well as becoming an all-state football star. 


After college, Flair began training for his professional debut under the guidance of Verne Gagne and Billy Robinson. That debut 
took place early in 1973. 


The first year of Flair’s career saw him compete in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Hawaii, and Canada. Flair soon 
settled in the Mid-Atlantic region, where he established himself by capturing the Mid-Atlantic TV title (holding it for about a year) 
and the Mid-Atlantic heavyweight title. 


Flair suffered a major setback in his career in October 1975 when he sustained a serious back injury in plane crash near 
Wilmington, North Carolina. The same desire that would eventually bring him to the top of the sport pushed him through a painful 
rehabilitaion program, and by February 1976 he was back in the ring. 


It wasn’t long before Flair reestablished himself as a star, and a complete list of his achievements would be too lengthy for these 
pages. Suffice to say Flair has held the NWA World tag team title (in late 1977, with Greg Valentine as his partner), the U.S. 
heavyweight title on several occasions, the Missouri heavyweight title, and—of course—the NWA World title three times. 


Except for two short periods of time, adding up to about five months, Flair has worn the coveted 10 pounds of gold ever since 
September 1981. Title reign number one stretched from September 17, 1981 (Flair defeated Dusty Rhodes) until June 10, 1983 
(Flair Was defeated by Harley Race). Flair regained the title from Race on November 24, 1983 (the first time the NWA World title 
ever changed hands inside a steel cage), and held the title until May 6, 1984 (Kerry Von Erich’s famous Texas Stadium victory in 

front of over 43,000 fans). Flair regained the title from Kerry on May 24, 1984, in Yokosuka City, Japan, and has successfully 

defended the belt ever since. 


In the year-end fan voting in Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Flair was voted Wrestler of the Year in 1981, and again in 1984. His title 
match with Harley Race, in which Race won his seventh NWA World title, was 1983’s Match of the Year; Flair’s title loss to Kerry 
Von Erich in Texas Stadium was 1984’s Match of the Year. 


“Flair is a man who lives and breathes confidence,” noted Wrestling 85 Managing Editor Craig Peters, who interviewed Flair in 
Atlanta. “Throughout our discussion, | could see that there was no doubt in his mind that he is the number one man in the sport. 


I've seen that attitude in a lot of wrestlers; it’s common for a wrestler to claim he’s the best. But no other wrestler exudes the 
conviction that Flair does—and no other wrestler today has the kind of credentials that Flair has to back up that claim.” 


WRESTLING 85: I’ve done a little 
calculating, Ric, and | figure that 
over the course of your three title 
reigns, assuming five matches per 
week, you’ve wrestled over 900 
matches as NWA World champion. 
FLAIR: And let me tell you some- 
thing, Craig, that’s on the low side. 
You know as well as | do that five 
matches a week is like a vacation 
for me. Most weeks | wrestle six 
and even seven nights. 
WRESTLING 85: That would bring 
the number, let’s see ... up to al- 
most 1,200 matches in a little under 
four years. That’s incredible! 
FLAIR: True, but it sounds about 
right. It’s probably more than 1,200. 
And that’s only my matches as 
champion, you’re not even counting 
the five months | was in fitle conten- 
tion. You know, they used to call 


James Brown ‘the hardest-working 
man in show business.” Well, I’m 
the sports equivalent of that; I’m the 
hardest-working man in professional 
wrestling. 

WRESTLING 85: Undoubtedly. And 
there was a time, about 10 years 
ago, when you thought you’d never 
wrestle again. 

FLAIR: You're talking about the 
plane crash. 

WRESTLING 85: Yes, | am. And | 
think it’s a dimension of the history 
of Ric Flair that a lot of fans aren't 
aware of. It’s always remarkable 
when an athlete bounces back after 
a serious injury, but you had to fight 
back both physically and psycholog- 
ically. In your own words, could you 
describe what happened? 

FLAIR: Well, it was early October in 
1975. It was a Saturday. | was flying 


in a  two-engine, six-passenger 
Cessna 310. And—well, it just hap- 
pened. We left Douglas Municipal 
Airport in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
that afternoon. Everything was 
smooth, no different from any other 
flight I’d been on. We were flying to 
Wilmington, North Carolina, In fact, | 
remember that | was going to make 
my first defense of my Mid-Atlantic 
title, against Wahoo McDaniel. And 
about a mile or two from Wilmington 
Airport, our engine cut off. | 
grabbed my seat. | remember see- 
ing the runway, then the plane hit a 
utility pole. One wing was clipped 
off, and we landed in a clump of 
trees. Everything after that was pret- 
ty much a blur. | vaguely remember 
a rescue squad pulling us out of the 
wreckage. It was Sunday afternoon 
before | came completely to my 


Above left: Flair snapmares Magnum T.A., of whom the NWA champion says, “He’s got a long way back to the top.” 
Above right: Flair bends Kerry Von Erich over the ropes and drops an elbow on his chest. “Kerry will never have the 
opportunity to pin me a second time,”’ the NWA champion champion says. 


senses. ; 
WRESTLING 85: Wasn’t Johnny 
Valentine on the plane with you? 
FLAIR: Yes, he was. He was in se- 
rious condition in the hospital the 
next day, and he was laid up in the 
hospital for a couple of weeks. Actu- 
ally, | was really lucky. The pilot, a 
gentleman by the name of Joseph 
Farkas, wound up in critical condi- 
tion with head injuries and needed 
surgery. | consider myself very, very 
lucky to have escaped alive. 
WRESTLING 85: And you were 
only in the hospital for a couple of 
days? 

FLAIR: Just a few days, but | was 
out of action for months. | had back 
injuries and had to walk with a 
cane, and | even had one doctor 
who told me | would never wrestle 
again. But you see, you’ve got to 
think positive in this life. When they 
tell you “no,” you spit in their eye, 
tell them “yes,” and then go out 
there and prove them wrong. Sure, 
they told me | couldn’t wrestle 
again, or that I’d wrestle but | 
wouldn’t be as effective in the ring 
as before. And you know some- 
thing? Within a year, | was back 
and better than ever before. 
WRESTLING 85: That must have 
been a very difficult year. 

FLAIR: It was sheer hell, but look: 
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Now, a decade later, | look back 
and say, “So what? What's a year 
out of 10 years?” But at the time, it 
was pure hell, and there were days 
| didn’t want to work my back, | 
didn’t want to go through that pain 
again. | seriously considered giving 
up wrestling. But then | would think 
about it, | would realize that wres- 
tling is really what | wanted to do 
with my life, and | decided that | 
wasn’t going to let myself be defeat- 
ed by this injury. See, that’s the 
problem with too many people. 
They defeat themselves by letting 
an injury or an attitude problem get 
the best of them. And that’s wrong. 
That almost happened to me. And if 
| had let that back injury defeat me 
. well, you get the idea. 
WRESTLING 85: It must seem like 
another world, another life, when 
you think back to those days. 
FLAIR: Sometimes it does, Craig. 
But let me tell you this: | wouldn’t 
be the man | am today if not for the 
struggles I’ve gone through in my 
life. 
WRESTLING 85: You think that 
you're a better man because of that 
crash? 
FLAIR: In a way, yes. | had to fight 
back against what could have been 
a career-ending injury. | can’t even 
begin to measure how much stron- 


ger that made me, both in body and 
attitude. It’s all contributed to what | 
am today. 

WRESTLING 85: And that is? 
FLAIR: And that is the number one 
most important, most envied, most 
trend-setting professional wrestler in 
the entire world today. 
WRESTLING 85: Okay, that brings 
us to something, actually someone, 
that | want to ask you about: Hulk 
Hogan. No offense, Ric, but a lot of 
people would say that he is ‘“‘the 
number one most important, most 
envied, most trend-setting profes- 
sional wrestler in the entire world 
today.’” How do you respond? 
FLAIR: | respond by telling you the 
truth. And this is the truth: Hulk Ho- 
gan is a media creation. Sure, Ho- 
gan is the most visible man in wres- 
tling. He’s on MTV, Saturday Night 
Live, The Tonight Show, and The 
Love Boat. He pals around with 
Cyndi Lauper and Mr. T. He’s a 
celebrity bigwig. But listen to me, 
and listen to me closely: There’s a 
hell of a big difference between be- 
ing a celebrity and being a wrestler, 
and Hogan seems to have forgotten 
about that. | am a wrestler, and | 
am the best wrestler in the entire 
world, bar none. Actually, it’s rather 
insulting to have Hogan represent- 
ing professional wrestling, because 


he certainly doesn’t represent me, 
and he certainly doesn’t represent 
the NWA. Hogan’s not a wrestler, 
he’s a weightlifter, he’s a media 
star. All he can do is an elbow- 
smash and a legdrop. That’s it. And 
I'm not even going to dignify those 
two moves by comparing it to my 
own repertoire. 

WRESTLING 85: So you feel that 
you could beat Hogan in a wrestling 
match? 

FLAIR: Without question. He’s big, 
but I’ve beaten bigger men. He’s 
not much stronger than Nikita Ko- 
loff, in fact Koloff may be stronger 
than Hogan. 

WRESTLING 85: Our family of 
wrestling magazines just upgraded 
Hogan’s WWF title to the level of a 
world championship, and | . 

FLAIR: And that was a mistake. 


WRESTLING 85: Why? 

FLAIR: lf anything, the WWF 
should have been downgraded even 
further due to the fact that it’s a 
showbiz organization. The NWA is a 
wrestling organization. It’s been that 
way for 80 years, and it’s not about 
to change. 

WRESTLING 85: Are you still look- 
ing for a title-unification match with 
AWA World champion Rick Martel? 
FLAIR: Absolutely. In fact, there’s 
been a lot of criticism of the Pro 
Wrestling U.S.A. promotion, specifi- 
cally regarding the fact that it’s 
gone from a joint NWA-AWA promo- 
tion to strictly an AWA promotion. 
Well, that’s being reversed, and Pro 
Wrestling U.S.A. will be featuring 
more NWA stars in the near future. 
WRESTLING 85: Will we see Ric 
Flair defending the NWA World title 


on Pro Wrestling U.S.A. cards? 
FLAIR: Yes. I’ve already signed six 
open contracts with AWA and Pro 
Wrestling U.S.A. promoters. 
WRESTLING 85: Who would you 
say are the men who are capable of 
defeating you for the title? 
FLAIR: Today? Nobody. 
WRESTLING 85: Come on, there’s 
got to be someone. 
FLAIR: Actually, a few months ago | 
would have said Magnum T.A., but 
the man’s a basket case now. His 
failure to defeat me, coupled with 
his loss of the U.S. title to Tully 
Blanchard, has caused him to fall 
so far down the ladder of contention 
it’s not even funny. And he’s got a 
long way back to the top. 
WRESTLING 85: How about Nikita 
Koloff? 

(Continued on page 61) 


THE TOUGHEST OF THE TOUGH 


Ric Flair has defended the NWA World title against some of the very best names in the professional wrestling world. 
Listed below, in chronological order, are a sampling of six of what Flair says are literally dozens of standout matches 
during his three title reigns—championship defenses in which he was strained to the limit both physically and 
psychologically. “Six matches is hopelessly imcomplete,” Flair poinis out. ‘'Glaring omissions in this list include some 
of my matches with Dusty Rhodes, Greg Valentine, Roddy Piper, Butch Reed, Rick Steamboat, Carlos Colon, Jack 
Brisco, Michael Hayes, Sgt. rege ss Tommy Rich, Ronnie Garvin, Giant Baba, Magnum T.A., Billy Jack, Kevin 
Von Erich, Wahoo McDaniel ... am | running out of space yet? Some days they all seem tough!” 
@October 9, 1981; Tokyo, Japan; vs. Jumbo 
Tsuruta. ‘This was the third match of my first tour 
of Japan after | won my first title from Dusty 
Rhodes. Tsuruta is one of the greatest Japanese 
wrestlers ever, and | remember that there were a lot 
of important eyes on me that night, great wrestling 
names also on the card: two-time former WWF 
champion Bruno Sammartino, former NWA World 
champion Dory Funk Jr., three-time former NWA 
World champ Giant Baba, and then-six-time former 
NWA World champ Harley Race. Talk about 
pressure!” 
®November 15, 1981; Toronto, Ontario; vs. Har- 
ley Race, “\'ll never forget that night. It had just 
been about two months since | won the title from 
Rhodes, and Harley was already starting the rap 
about beating Lou Thesz’s record of six NWA World 
titles by taking my belt away from me. | held him off 
' for almost two years, but that night in Toronto was 
the first time | really began to feel the pressure.” 
@July 4, 1982; Atlanta, Georgia; vs. Backlund. “At the time, Backlund was the WWF heavyweight champion. 
This was kind of a world series match, a lot of attention was being lavished on us from all sides. But more than 
the attention, of course, is the fact that Backlund is a superlative money.” 
®March 10, 1984; St. Louis, Missouri; vs. Bruiser Brody. “Brody and | have had a lot of battles in St. Louis, but 
this is the one | think was the closest call for me. There was a riot after the match; all of these fans of Brody’s began 
throwing chairs into the ring. Not only was ! lucky to get out of there with my title intact, | was lucky to get out alive!” 
@May 6, 1984; Irving, Texas; vs. Kerry Von Erich. “| was battling more than just Kerry that day, | was battling 
Kerry, 43,000 devoted Von Erich fans, and the memory of Kerry's brother David. It’s hard to battle those kinds of 
®@July 6, 1985; Charlotte, North Carolina; vs. Nikita Koloff. “Nikita has got to be the strongest youngster in the 
sport today. He’s incredible. If he manages to add some scientific skills to that physique of his, he’s going to be real 
trouble in a few years.” 


Flair takes it on the ear from Bruiser Brody. 
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Countless insiders dismissed Tito Santana as a viable 
contender in the WWF. Friends and acquaintances 
urged him to move on to greener pastures before 
he stagnated on the WWF treadmill. Tito knew, 
however, that his endless feud with Greg Valentine 
would come to a virtuous climax 


O YOU REMEMBER wrestle- 

mania? Dolls and talk shows and 
press conference hype ... Yeah, sure, 
a great deal of the excitement was cre- 
ated by the high-priced press agents 
contracted by the WWF. No, Mr. T 
didn’t exist, we can forget about him 
already. Cyndi Lauper’s in the studio, 
she doesn’t exist either. But Tito San- 
tana... 

Masses arrived at the Seventh Ave- 
nue lower lip of Madison Square Gar- 
den this past 31st of March. Masses 
arrived, ignoring scalpers and filing 
into the damp crush accumulating in 
front of the main entrance. Sliverlike, 
hands checked carefully at their sides, 
the fans rolled toward the Garden 
gates like a multicolored Swanson’s 
dessert spilling over the tray. The snaz- 
zy programs with the black velvet cov- 
er portraits of Mr. T and Hulk were 
hawked incessantly, but the lucky man 
with a fin to spare who bought one 
soon found dozens of curious fans 
peeping over his shoulder. Among var- 
ious and sundry other commentaries, a 
universal reaction: “Tito vs. The Exe- 
cutioner in the first match? He’s had 


it, man! We probably won’t even get: 


in there to see it by 1:30!’ 

And most of them were right. Less 
than half of the sellout MSG crowd 
had the chance to squeeze into their 
seats in time for the first match. Few 
of them managed to catch King Kong 
Bundy’s nine-second performance in 
the second match either. But most of 
the Garden fans concluded that 
Santana’s opening-match role indicated 
a lousy deal in the WWF. Not only 
was Tito wrestling on the WWF’s most 
prestigious card in history before a 
crowd still looking for their seats, but 
his opponent was an ‘‘Executioner”’ 
persona, which, by one of the Execu- 


tioners own admissions, is a succession 
of any number of preliminary grap- 
plers alternating the privilege of wear- 
ing that neato mask and losing 
anonymously, 

Tito won handily, and nobody 
cared. At the time, Rick Steamboat 
and Junkyard Dog were nipping at 
Greg Valentine’s Intercontinental heels. 


Tito Santana controls the action against 
Greg Valentine in one of his many failed 
attempts at regaining the WWF Intercon- 
tinental title. Tito was about the only one 
who felt he would regain the championship. 


The WWF tag team picture was chaot- 
ic and exclusive. A shot at Hulk Ho- 
gan was out of the question. Veteran 
Inside Wrestling correspondent Matt 
Brock, as reliable a barometer of the 
mat scene as any journalist, advised 
Santana to leave the WWF in the Oc- 

(Continued on page 76) 
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Rick Rude vs. Bil 


y Jack Haynes 


RESTLING’S 
SEXIEST 
UPERSTAR!” 


BY RAVISHING RICK RUDE 


In this exclusive for The Wrestler, one of the most talented and 


controversial figures in the sport explains exactly what sets him 
apart from the rest of the “pretty boy” pack 


RAVISHING RICK RUDE, am 
y unique. There are a lot of so- 
called pretty boys in this sport who 
are always popping off about their 
good looks and bragging about all 
the women who squeal at their 
muscles. That’s old news, we've 
had that kind of thing in wrestling 
since Gorgeous George. It bugs me 
that I’m /umped in with all these 
characters, so a lot of fans who see 
my magnificent physique and the 
ladies who flock around me assume 
that I’m arrogant and stupid, too. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth, brothers and sisters. | have 
that something extra, that high- 
powered hyper-emotional super-nor- 
mal stun-gun X-factor quotient that 
makes me unbeatable, in and out 
of the ring. Let's just call it by a 
generic name: RAVISHING. 
RAVISHING is my personal cre- 
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do, my code of living and my life- 
style. It is my soul. There’s no 
point in talking about RICK RUDE 
without realizing exactly what it 
means to be RAVISHING: RAVISH- 
ING is RICK RUDE, Mr. RUDE is 
ravishing, and you can’t separate 
the two at all. That’s why | type my 
name in capital letters, and that’s 
why | use it as a noun, adjective, 
adverb, whatever. My /ife is an ac- 
tion verb, and RAVISHING can be 
any part of speech | choose. 

In fact, I’ve had my name legally 
changed from ‘“‘Rick Rude’’ to 
RAVISHING RICK RUDE. Three 
names are necessary to contain my 
greatness. My driver’s license, my 
insurance papers and ID, my bank 
accounts and contracts and fat pay- 
checks are all made out to RAV- 
ISHING RICK RUDE, capitals in- 
cluded. Readers may or may not 


recall that this isn’t the first time | 
have had my name legally changed. 
After | set my priorities straight and 
began to think of myself first and 
the fans least, a crucial step on the 
path to maturity and enlighten- 
ment, | abandoned my given name 
“‘Rood’’ for the more RAVISHING 
moniker | now claim for my own. 
(That ugly, guttural ‘‘Rood’’ is 
“door’’ spelled backward—and 
that’s exactly where my career was 
going before | changed my name, 
backward out the door leading to 
fame, money, and brilliance. But 
that’s what happens to any young 
wrestler who hangs around Mr. 
Wrestling |] Old for II long.) 

So what is RAVISHING all 
about? | could go on for months, 
even years, about the concept and 
what makes it so important to me. 
| believe it would revolutionize the 


ge : : a 
Rick Rude uses his his huge biceps to cinch down on a headlock 
against Billy Jack Haynes (above). Rick prefers to use his muscles to 
impress young ladies, in this case his former valet, Angel (right). 
RAVISHING Rick fires a right hand at Haynes (below). 


social mores of America and the 
world at large. It could only com- 
pare to the great Hugh Hefner’s 
legendary ‘‘Playboy Philosophy,’’ 
which took years to complete in 
monthly magazine — installments. 
Unfortunately, The Wrestler organi- 
zation has taken my request for a 
monthly column outlining the RAV- 
@ ISHING philosophy ‘‘under consid- 
sm. eration,”” so my manager, Percy 
Pringle, is talking to other fine pub- 
lishers—Mr. Hefner, Mr. Guccione, 
and Mr. Flynt for example—in pur- 
suit of a forum in which | can dis- 
cuss the RAVISHING philosophy in 
more detail. Allow me now to try 
and elaborate in the regrettably 
brief space that | have. 

The Number One component of 
RAVISHING is the root of all life 
itself: S-E-X. To put it country sim- 
ple, | am wrestling’s sexiest super- 
star. Everything | do in every 
minute of every waking hour is sex- 
ual. | have taken the energy of the 

(Continued on page 70) 
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Photos by Eddie Cheslock 


FUJI BLINDED 
RICK STEAMBOAT’ 


Mr. Fuji throws a handful of buming powder into Rick Steamboat’s eyes as The Dragon prepares to leap 
upon Magnificent Muraco from the top tumbuckle. Fuji’s action would draw an immediate disqualifica- 
tion, but that would be little consolation to Steamboat. 


Photos by David Fitzgerald 


Rick Steamboat has been through a lot of wars in his career, but his 
relatively unmarked face shows evidence of his good luck. Fellow 
Hawaiian Magnificent Muraco and his Japanese manager, Mr. Fuji, 


E WASN’T SURE _ initially 

whether the desk clerk had given 
the correct room number, Never trust 
a wrinkled geezer with a jet black dye 
job for accurate details. The room 
looked completely dark—no light at all 
seeped through the cracks in the door, 
Rick Steamboat obviously wasn’t 
home. 

Who knows, Steamboat could have 
been visiting Santana or- JYD. He 
could have been grabbing a late-night 
bacon-burger at the gleaming Denny’s 
down the street. Or he could even have 
been dozing, if the match that night 
had been especially rugged. 

What the hell. The man was an old 
friend of Steamboat’s, a member of 
his Mid-Atlantic gym whom he hadn’t 
seen since coming north. A blinding 
thunderstorm had forced him to catch 
a later connection from North Caroli- 
na, and he had just missed Steam- 
boat’s match with Magnificent Mura- 
co. He didn’t want to miss Rick 
entirely before“ leaving town. He 
knocked anyway. 

He had no more than a few seconds 
to think about leaving before the safe- 
ty-locked door lurched open. A burly 
undefined figure met him there in the 
dark. It hoarsely muttered, “Come on 
in.” It held the door half open. 

“T haven’t seen you in a long time,” 
Rick Steamboat told his friend. He 
seemed less than elated, though. There 
was a bone-dull, matter-of-fact gloomi- 
ness in Steamboat’s voice, devoid of 
pleasure. For a few seconds, the man 
thought that Steamboat was unhappy 
to see him, then he realized that some- 
thing was terribly wrong. Rick’s voice 
reflected pain, not annoyance. 

“Well, I can’t get a good look at 
you, bro, without turning on the 
lights,”’ 

“NOOOOO!”’ Steamboat shrieked. 
“T mean, wait a minute.” Nimbly 
avoiding furniture with groping hands, 
Steamboat progressed to the rear of 


intend to rectify this situation 


Muraco grabs Steamboat’s hair with both hands and flings him across the ring into the 


we 


turnbuckles. The Magnificent One appears to be enjoying himself as he controls the action 


against his fellow Hawaiian. ; 

the motel room and carefully switched 
on the lavatory light. Dim ochres 
bathed a face with circular bandages 
plastered onto where dark brooding 
eyes used to be. 

“What happened to you?” the man 
bellowed in horror, Instinctively, he 
held out his hands and led Steamboat 
to the bed. Ricky collapsed there into a 
supine position, clutching at his black 
velvet “Dragon” robe and stifling a 
groan. 

‘Brother, I’m burnin’ up, ” Steam- 
boat snarled. “‘Didn’t you see .. .” 

His friend explained why he had 
not. 

‘“Muraco ... Fuji... slime... 
Steamboat sputtered. ‘‘They’ve got to 
be stopped. I’ve got to put them out 
of wrestling before they maim some- 
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body for life. And it could be me.” 

“They caught me there on the top 
rope,”’ Steamboat continued, ‘I wasn’t 
looking. Fuji whipped out ‘some sort of 
burning powder and threw it my face. 
He’s done that before, in’ fact he’s 
been doin’ that with powder or salt for 
almost 20 years. It burns, but it usually 
doesn’t last long, just long enough for 
you to make you lose your bearings 
and get you pinned. 

“They wouldn’t settle for that this 
time, though. I was staggering around 
half-blindly, waiting for my eyes to 
clear, and Fuji handed Muraco his 
cane and he jabbed me in both eyes 
with it! What the hell’s the-matter with 
those maniacs! I may never see 
again!”’ 

(Continued on page 68) 
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WA WORLD TAG team champi- 

ons The Road Warriors have 
built their career on the devastation 
of all tag teams that cross their path. 
More often than not, the defense of 
their championship title is secondary 
to the infliction of pain and suffering 
on their opponents. 

When Precious Paul  Ellering 
brought Hawk and Animal to Florida 
to wrestle the team of Harley Race 
and Stan Hansen, the result was 


THE ROAD WARRIOR 
INVITE YOU TO THEIR 
SMORGASBORD OF VIOLENGE! 


nothing short of pure Warrior-in- 
spired sadistic mayhem. 

In this exclusive story, Ellering, 
Hawk, and Animal each provide 
their own personal perspective on 
that match, and provide a rare 
glimpse into the unique joy that they 
experience as they dish out pain and 
suffering—Road Warrior style! , 


Road Warrior Hawk: “Let me tell 
you something. Before the match, 


Photos by Bill Otten 


As Warrior Hawk and Harley Race tangle on 
the floor, Warrior Animal comes in from 
behind. 


f, 


Paul came up to me and Animal and 
we had our prematch strategy meet- 
ing. Paul reminded us that Harley 
Race was a seven-time NWA World 
champion. He reminded us that Stan 
Hansen was the current — Pacific 
Wrestling Federation heavyweight 
champion. He reminded us about 
Race’s strategy and Hansen’s lariat. 
You know what we said? 

“We don’t care! 

“And we don’t. Because we're the 


When Hawk, Animal, and Precious Paul Ellering invite you to 
their table, you’d best refuse the invitation. The Warriors’ 
typical feast is a smorgasbord of violence. To partake of 
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simply an appetizer is to risk being crippled permanently! 


The Road Warriors were anxious to wrestle Harley Race and Stan Hansen, two wrestlers who have 
“tough guy’’ reputations. Hawk shoves Race’s face into the steel ringpost (above). Hansen unsuccess- 
fully tries to get off his left before Hawk can fire his right (below). 


toughest team in the sport; and we 


kick butt in places butts have never 
been kicked before. And when they 
leave the ring, they know they've 
been in with the Warriors. 

“Take Race, for example. You 
know. something, | can’t figure out 
how he ever won the World title 
seven times. He’s slow, out of shape, 
and has no strength at all. 

“You know, there were two points 
in the match that | really enjoyed. 
One was holding that old man in a 
headlock. | could feel all three of his 
chins buckle under my bicep. And 
all | had to do was flex my arm, and 
my bicep shot into the side of his 
face. And he screamed louder. It 
was music to my ears. 

“And then, when | smashed his 
head into the cornerpost, | thought 
his false teeth would come flying out 
onto the floor. You know what's 
best about that? When his skull 
cracked into the steel post, | could 
feel the vibrations all the way up 
into my shoulder. That feels better 
to my body than a postmatch 
rubdown!” 

OK 

Road Warrior Animal: “You know, 
there’s one thing | like to do in a 
match, and that’s get a good work- 
out. If | can’t get any good challeng- 
ing competition, | might as well get 
some exercise. That’s why | like to 
use these chumps as dead weight 
and do a few presses in the ring 
when | get the chance. 

“Hansen is a tough man, I'll give 
him some credit for that. We traded 
chest blows in the ring, and one or 
two of his actually stung me. But I'll 
tell you, when | planted a shot or 
two into Stan’s chest, | backed him 
up about a half step with every shot. 
| was trying to crack his sternum. 
Was it fun? Hell yes! What spoiled it 
was that 1 didn’t actually break the 
bone | was working on. . 

“And then that old man Race, Ha! 
Nothing better than planting a boot 
into a man’s back and feeling the 
spine take on a new shape under- 
foot, the shape of the boot and the 
heel! And what's even better is that 
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Hawk got tremendous joy out of applying a headlock on Race and expanding his bicep into the 
former NWA champion’s jaw (above left). Animal wraps a rope around Harley’s neck and will drag 
him over the top rope and into the ring (above right). As Ellering looks on from ringside, Animal 


forces Race into enemy territory (below). 


each time you kick a man in the 

back like that, his groan gets a little 

louder and lasts a little longer.” 
**K* 

Paul Ellering: ‘‘Sadism? Not particu- 
larly. Sadism is the enjoyment of 
watching cruelty, but containing an 
underlying sexual motif. Hawk and 
Animal simply have a good time 
beating up people. There’s nothing 
perverse involved, it’s only a matter 
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of doing what comes naturally. 


“Hawk and Animal are among 
those rare individuals that are lucky 
enough to enjoy their chosen profes- 
sions. And they are rarer than that, 
in that they not only enjoy what they 
do, they do it better than anyone 
else in the world. 

“When my Warriors took on Han- 
sen and Race, the result was a thing 
of beauty, seldom seen in the wres- 


tling world—even since Hawk and 
Animal rewrote the groundrules of 
the sport. Theirs was a methodical 
attack, precise in the manner in 
which they dismantled __ their 
opposition. 

“Yes, | must say that | do enjoy 
watching the Warriors do what they 
do, and | believe that there are a lot 
of fans who enjoy it as well. There 
may be times when Harley Race or 
Stan Hansen are cheered in_ this 
wrestling world, but when Hawk and 
Animal step into the ring the attitude 
of the fans is boosted to a new level 
entirely. They know that they are 
about to witness perfection in de- 
struction, and they cannot help but 
be awed and cheer. 

“| offer our match with Hansen and 
Race as a prime example of what the 
Warriors are capable of. As the head 
chef of The Legion of Doom, | extend 
an invitation to all fans to drink a 
toast at our smorgasbord of violence. 
Certainly Stan Hansen and Harley 
Race have had their fill at our table of 
delights. Anyone with a strong stom- 
ach who feels they have the constitu- 
tion to match—step right up! There 
are enough warés at our groaning 
board to appease every team in the 
sport!” O 


Koloff & Khrushchev Batter 
Morton & Gibson: 


IS THE ROCK 'N’ RO 
PRESS SPEEDIN 
TO DISASTER? 


Photos by Floyd See 


WRESTLING USA: GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
Reprinted from January 1986 Inside Wrestling 


— 


The Rock ’n’ Rolls’ lack of bulk is taking its toll on the champions’ bodies. How long they can hold on 


against such powerhouses as Ivan Koloff and Krusher Khrushchev is a much-asked question these days. 
Khrushchev applies a camel clutch on Robert Gibson (above left) and Koloff grabs Rick Morton’s 
stomach muscles (above right). 


ICK MORTON AND Robert Gib- 

son—NWA champions Morton 
and Gibson to be exact—stretched 
painfully out on the hard wood of the 
training tables, their distress etched 
remarkably on their faces. The cham- 
pionship belts, emblematic of their 
rare and elusive success, hung impo- 
tently from rusty nails on the bare 
dressing room walls. 

In what has become standard oper- 

ating procedure for the popular duo 


NWA champions Ricky Morton and 


following their matches, Morton 
screamed—or tried to scream. The 
sound emitting from Morton’s throat 
came closer to resembling the cry of a 
wounded goat. 

“Jackie! Jackie! Get the hell in here. 
Jackie,” called Morton, imploring re- 
nowned wrestling masseuse Jackie 
“Hands” Madigan to address his 
wounds. Madigan lumbered into the 
room, took one look at Morton and 
Gibson and piped, “Jeez! How many 


times you guys wrestle tonight? Four? 
Five times? Gibson, | swear to God 
you're changing colors. | know purple 
is in this fall, but | don’t think they 
meant skin color. And, Morton, | told 
you if you don’t give that ankle a rest 
you're not only gonna be out of one 
wrestling career, you're also gonna be 
the youngest cat hobbling around 
with chronic arthritis.” 

Insult and injury never blended so 
completely. Madigan’s scathing ad- 


Robert Gibson are reeling from the 


effects of defending their crowns against men outweighing them by a 
hundred pounds. How much longer can their bodies take the pounding? 


monishments only exacerbated a 
problem that has haunted The Rock 
‘n’ Roll Express since Morton and 
Gibson formed their team three years 
ago. How can a pair of 230 pounders 
survive in a world dominated by men 
50, 70, and even a 100 pounds heavi- 
er? So far Morton and Gibson have 
not only survived, but have thrived as 
a pair of outsized mavericks, Lillipu- 
tian giants in a land of Gullivers. 
Many fans recall the Rock ‘n’ Rolls’ 
dauntless raids on the crowns of the 
AWA champion Road Warriors, at- 
tempts that nearly saw the Express de- 


Khrushchev holds Morton to the mat, where his agility and speed can’t help him (above). 
Krusher easily scoops Gibson off the mat and will slam him across his knee (right). Tommy 
Young makes a futile attempt to control the action (below). 
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rail the foreboding Warriors. And 
their defeat of Hercules Hernandez 
and Ted DiBiase last year to capture 
the Mid-South tag team belts support- 
ed the theory that these two matinee 
idols were more than merely cropped 
hair and dimples. 

And of course the final addition to 
their wrestling resume occurred on 
July 9, when Morton and Gibson 
overcame a 60-pound and 20-year dif- 
ferential in weight and experience to 
defeat Ivan Koloff and Krusher Khru- 
shchev for the NWA tag team title. 

During the 12-hour victory celebra- 
tion in Shelby that night, Morton and 
Gibson denounced the critics who 
had condemned them to wrestling’s 
fringe because of their size. It was af- 
ter guzzling a half a bottle of Dom 
Perignon that Gibson uttered the 
famous line, “Hey! The Fonz is only 
5'7”. Leave us alone.” 

That was over four months ago, 
and since then much of the sparkle 
has evaporated in the Express camp. 


Koloff and Morton have a tug-of-war with Ivan’s 
chain. For the Rock ’n’ Rolls to remain champions, 
they have to set the pace of their matches and not 
allow them to tum into streetfights. 


Morton and Gibson have Tetained 
Madigan and his magic hands on a 
full-time basis. Instead of champagne 
and cavier, postmatch victory parties 
consist mainly of aspirin and Ben-Gay. 

“These two are banged all to hell,” 
Madigan says. “I don’t even know 
what's holding them together.” 

In another dressing room, in anoth- 
er arena, the usually humorless Nikita 
Koloff cracked a huge smile and wel- 
comed the question. 

“Ah, yes, yes. Of course lvan and | 
will win back belts, but first it more 
important to hurt Morton and Gib- 
son. Right now emphasis on pain first, 
winning second, We make match last 
longer. We work on Morton ankle, 
Gibson shoulder. They be so broken 
down soon they retire. Then Ivan and 
| win belts.” 

Madigan reluctantly agreed with 
Koloff. “If Morton and Gibson were 
racehorses, they'd be forbidden to 
run. These guys are in pain 24 hours a 
day. Their style, their success, de- 


pends on their flexibility and speed. 
They don’t have the guns to go head 
to head against a man like Nikita Ko- 
loff. They're three parts finesse, one 
part acrobatics. When you take their 
legs from them, they’re in a heap of 
trouble.” 

It's important to note that Madigan 
spoke these words as his well-paid 
fingers kneaded the cramping muscle 
in Gibson's lower back. Gibson and 
Morton were silent during Madigan’s 
monologue. “It’s all physics,” Madi- 
gan continued. “You can’t push a 
body beyond its natural limits for too 
long a time. These guys are getting 
eroded away by the big boys.” 

After Madigan retired from the 
room and after a 45-minute whirlpool, 
Morton answered the many ques- 
tions that hovered heavy as steam in 
the small dressing room. “Both Bob- 
by and | are in our 20s and | don’t an- 
ticipate a sudden growth spurt for ei- 
ther of us. So what's left? Drop our 


(Continued on page 78) 
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LEA: 


FIGHT FOR LIFE 


VERYONE, AT ONE point or 

another in their lives, faces what 
might be called a ‘‘brush with death’ 
in which one’s mortality is vividly 
brought into perspective. This brush 
with death might come in the form of 
an automobile accident from which 
one walks away only slightly injured, 
or perhaps it might be an incident in 
which a gun-wielding burglar breaks 
into one’s home and the person is 
faced with looking down the barrel of 
a gun. 

Recently, Mike Von Erich faced a 
brush with death that brought him as 
close to dying as anyone still alive has 
ever experienced. 

RK 

Mike’s story begins on August 3, 

1985, in the midst of the World Class 
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area’s first tour of Israel. Mike was 
wrestling a match against Gino: Her- 
nandez in Tel Aviv and, as the result 
of Hernandez’s vicious offensive, suf- 
fered a dislocated left shoulder. 

It was the third dislocation in four 
months, and it proved to be the worst 
of them all. Mike was in severe pain, 
and doctors in Tel Aviv treated him 
for immediate symptoms, but he knew 
that his worst fears would soon be re- 
alized: He would have to undergo an 
operation. 

Mike was sidelined for the rest of 
the Israeli tour, and when he returned 
to Texas, a date was set for surgery. 

On August 22, Mike was operated 
on at Granville C. Morton Cancer and 
Research Hospital in Dallas. The sur- 
gery was considered routine and suc- 


Photos by Buddy Myers 


cessful, and on August 26 Mike was 
released from Granville with no appar- 
ent complications. He returned home 
to Denton, Texas, to complete his 
recovery. 

But less than 24 hours later, Mike 
had developed a 105-degree fever. He 
was readmitted to Granville and, on 
August 29, was transferred to Baylor 
University Medical Center, also in 
Dallas. 

Mike’s condition upon admission to 
Baylor was listed as critical. His tem- 
perature had risen to 107 degrees and 
he was placed in intensive care, where 
it was determined that he was suffering 
from toxic shock syndrome. 

Toxic shock syndrome is a form of 
blood poisoning caused by a toxin, or 
poisonous substance, that is produced 


s 
NG USA: + DENTON, TEXA : 
fase from deruiary 1986 insige Wrestling 


by a strain of bacteria in the blood. It 
is the toxin in the blood that is the 
problem, not the bacteria itself. 

The story hit the national press 
quickly, and Baylor was flooded with 
cards, letters, and telephone calls both 
asking about Mike’s condition and of- 
fering support for the seriously ill 
wrestler. 

In one published report, Baylor’s 
Dr. William Sutker described Von 
Erich’s chances of surviving as 
“poor,” and went on to say that Mike 
nearly died on the evening of August 
29. 

In a press conference on August 30, 
Dr. Sutker said that Von Erich’s 
“training and the fact that he’s in such 


: Mike is applauded by ibraltber Kevin as he is presented the the 4984 Rookie of the Year jue 
good physical shape are probably the py Senior Editor Bill Apter at an awards banquet last December. Though his sila 


(Continued on page 62) career is in jeopardy, Mike still has his life. 
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108 Stitches In 
Steve Williams Eye! 


“Sew Me Doc, 
I’ve Got A 
Match Tonigh 
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Wrestling just hours after suffering a severe eye 
injury, the question is no longer whether Steve 


Williams is tough; the question rather, is, ‘Can this 


man be human?’ 


By Eddie Ellner 


2) ed A RARE kind of individ- 
ual,’’ Steve Williams is fond of 
saying, in the casual manner one might 
say “‘it’s raining outside’? or ‘I’m 
hungry.” Although his nickname, Dr. 
Death, a label he’s had since junior 
high school, and his cavalier attitude 
toward wrestling fans might suggest a 
thinly disguised cockiness, Williams’ 
tone is blank of any braggadocio. 

Because if the truth be known, Steve 
Williams is the rarest kind of individ- 
ual, a scion from an age where bravery 
and courage were taken for granted, 
and a job wasn’t done unless it was 
done well. 

On June 5, in Shreveport, Louisi- 
ana, Steve Williams and Brad Arm- 
strong met in the ring in what prom; 
ised to be a match galvanized with 
excitement. Although Williams out- 
weighed Armstrong by over 50 
pounds, Armstrong is renown for his 
intrepid brand of grappling and has 
before defeated men almost twice his 
size, Though the two were not involved 
in a feud of any magnificent dimen- 
sion, their differences were clearly de- 
fined by the basic and irreversible phi- 
losophies of their wrestling styles, 
which was enough to have the capacity 
crowd buzzing in their seats. 

For Williams, the match on. this 
sticky Wednesday afternoon was but 
the beginning of a long workday. Later 
that day, he and partner Ted DiBiase 
were scheduled to defend their Mid- 
South tag team championship against 
The Fantastics. After the Armstrong 
match, on his way to the hospital, Wil- 
liams related as to how he.had wanted 
to get out of the match quickly be- 
cause of the grueling heat and humid- 
ity around the ring. 

When Armstrong and Williams were 
introduced, the temperature at ring- 
side—sitting in an arena which itself 
was nothing more than a converted 
barn without air-conditioning—and un- 
der the oppressive glare of television 
lights, had reached 105 degrees, but 


rather than slowing down the actions 
on the mat, the heat goaded the men 
into a vigorous pitch of activity. 

In an exchange that occurred mid- 
way through the 20-minute match, and 
which, after examining the films, was 
obviously designed to end things for 
Brad Armstrong, Williams hurled 


Armstrong into the ropes while he 
bounced into the ropes himself for ad- 
ditional momentum. As they met in 
center ring, Williams left his feet and 
delivered a thundering clothesline to 
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Armstrong’s jaw. So powerful was the 
blow that it snapped Armstrong’s arm 
around his head, flailing out his elbow. 
The elbow, now nothing more than an 
unguided missile fueled by the momen- 
tum of Armstrong’s body, flew 
straight into William’s right eye, boring 
a hole through the eye socket. 
Williams’ forward motion carried 
him clear out of the ring, where he 
glanced the same eye on the sharp cor- 
ner of the ring barrier until he finally 
landed hard on to the concrete floor in 


If the Guerreros want the Mid-South tag team belts, the champions are more than willing to oblige. 
Williams hangs Hector by the neck with one of the coveted straps as Ted DiBiase pounds him with his 


gloved fist. 


| 


_ ee ' ss 


Steve Williams sustained four cuts around his right eye: two above, one on the side, and one below. It 
took 108 stitches to close the wounds. Dr. Death came within a fraction of an inchvof losing the eye, yet 
he was back in the ring that same day. They don’t come any tougher. 


a broken heap. The exchange hap- 
pened with such speed that no one in 
the crowd or any of the officials about 
the ring realized the consequences until 
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Williams slowly brought himself to his 
feet. 

Where Steve Williams’ face’ had 
once been, there were now dozens of 


tiny rivulets spouting blood, like grisly 
imitations of Old Faithful. Blood 
caked on to his beard and dripped 
slowly down his chest, Fans around the 
ring, always quick to heckle Dr. 
Death, were now moved to silence. In 
the ring, Armstrong and the referee 
watched Williams with a mixture of 
apprehension and anticipation. 

Williams did nothing except wipe the 
blood from his eyes, shake his head up 
and down, and climb back into the 
ring, where he pinned Brad Armstrong 
three minutes later. 

His eye was split wide open in four 
different places: two gaping cuts above 
the eyelid, one S-shaped slit under the 
eye, and a jagged cut in the corner of 
the eye. 

The doctors who examined and 
eventually sewed 108 stitches into Wil- 
liams’ eye after the match, suggested 
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Bankers get ulcers 
_ and high blood 
pressure. I break my 
bones. 


99 


strongly that he take at least three 
weeks off. One doctor implored Wil- 
liams to quit wrestling for a year to 
allow his body to heal. All agreed that 
he had come within a quarter-inch of 
losing the eye completely. 

Later that night, Williams—his eye 
swollen shut—and DiBiase defeated 
The Fantastics, as Williams weakened 
Tommy Fulton with bodyslams before 
giving way to DiBiase, who scored the 
pin. Despite the injury, Williams con- 
tinued a streak of daily wrestling that 
dated back to June 14, 1984. 

Steve Williams has’ become some- 
what of an anomaly, even in a profes- 
sion employing men whose trademarks 
are roadmap scars twisting around 
gnarled limbs, men to whom pain is an 
occupational hazard, and where work- 
ing with sprains and concussions is 
more often the rule than not. Steve 
Williams has conquered the excesses of 
his own body, and in the process de- 
fied Mother Nature. ‘‘I’ve been differ- 
ent ever since I learned to walk,” he 
says, again, without a glimmer of vani- 


ty, merely stating the obvious. 

That would have been in Denver, 
where Williams was born the youngest 
of four children, three boys anda girl. 
Growing up in the city-mountain ex- 
panse of Denver had an intoxicating 
effect on Williams and his two broth- 
ers, Jerry Jr. and Jeff, and under the 
guiding encouragement of their father, 
Jerry Sr., himself an avid sportsman, 
the boys grew up knowing two things: 
making sure their sister Linda was pro- 
tected from the burgeoning nightlife of 
their fast developing city and sports. 

‘Dad thought the healthiest thing in 
the world for his boys was being out- 
doors and playing sports,’’ Williams 
recalls. ““We’ve been playing ball for as 
long as I can remember, Given our 
size, it was pretty obvious what sports 
we were going to play.” 

Football became the most practical 
choice of the Williams household, as 
each boy weighed over 200 pounds by 
age 14. “I learned more about crack- 
back blocks at the dinner table then I 
ever did on the field,’’ deadpans 
Williams. 

Williams also wrestled throughout 
junior high and high school, compiling 
an undefeated record in four years 
while earning the nickname ‘Dr. 
Death’’—and also earning the wrath of 
many hostile crowds. 

*T had busted my nose pretty bad 
playing ball with my brothers,’’ he 
said, ‘‘so in order to wrestle I was 
fitted with this big, ugly goalie’s mask. 
I looked like something out of a hor- 
ror movie, One of the assistant coaches 
on the other team yelled out to the 
crowd, ‘Whoa, here comes Dr. Death!’ 
Everybody cracked up. Soon my team 
picked up on the name and I’ve had it 
ever since. 

“1 also had the last laugh that day 
since I beat all heck out of the kid I 
was wrestling. 

*Y’see, I’ve been a bad guy my 
whole life, Sure, my teammates in high 
school and college and the fans 
cheered for me, but everywhere I went 
I always got the loudest boos. In high 
school, I went four years and pinned 
everyone I wrestled except one guy. In 
my last match, at another high school, 
I was introduced and awarded a card- 
board ‘plaque with a bunch of medals 
on them. When they called my 
name—remember now that I was in 
high school where sportsmanship is 
supposed to be the rule—the fans got 
on their feet and booed me for five 
minutes. I took that darn plaque and 
ripped it to shreds in front of their 
eyes. They loved it, and so did I. The 


boos never bothered me.’ 

Jerry Jr. was the first of the broth- 
ers to go off to college, attending Col- 
orado University on a football scholar- 
ship. Jeff followed two years later, 


accepting a full ride to Colorado’s ri- 
val, Oklahoma. For Steve Williams, 
though, the decision of where to attend 
college was never in question, “‘I had 
(Continued on page 66) 


**He’s As Close To Indestructible 
As A Human Being Can Be’’ 


HEN STAN ABEL and Bill Watts lined up beside each other in the 

‘Y Putnam City High School backfield some years ago, they sharéd some- 
thing besides the orange and black of their school colors. ‘“‘We. were tough,” 
Watts remembers. “You didn’t want to cross us in those days.’ 

Both men went on to glory at the University of Oklahoma, where they 
excelled in football and wrestling, Watts graduated on to the professional ring, 
where he remains today as both Mid-South president and an active wrestler. 
Abel stayed on at OU, eventually becoming its wrestling coach in 1973, In the 
past 12 years, he has coached 56 All-Americas to 13 National titles. — 

In 1980, Abel called up his high school buddy in his Shreveport office and 
told him about a young man who he thought would make a tremendous 
professional wrestler. ‘‘Is he tough?’ Watts asked. Abel, who has coached 
some of the strongest athletes in the world, did not hesitate in his reply. “Bill, 
he’s the toughest Pve ever seen,” 

Add another story to the growing legend of Steve Williams, ' 

Williams was a three-time All-America for Abel at Oklahoma, but the 
impression that Dr. Death made on his coach went far beyond the ring. “Lf T 
was in a foxhole in the middle of a gunfight, Steve Williams is the one man 
I'd like to have by my side,’ Abel said, “‘He is indomitable,” . 

Abel is a friendly man with a warehouse of stories, one of his favorites 
being about the year he made Williams his team captain. ‘““Steve wrestled as a 
heavyweight,” Abel said, ‘‘and heavyweights, as long as they’re over 198. 
pounds, never have to make weight. In those days Steve was wrestling at up 
around 300 pounds, so he could eat asi much as he wanted, while the rest of 
the team often went without food trying to meet their limit. 

Steve would never touch a drop of food until everyone on the team made 
their weight. He’d always say that while he was the Captain, this team would — 
do everything together. He’d eat with the boys or he wouldn’t eat.’ 

Another Abel favorite occurred during the week when Oklahoma ‘played 
Nebraska in football. “‘OU’s two biggest rivalries, against Nebraska in football 
and Oklahoma State in wrestling, happen in the same week, which is fine 
unless you're the wrestling coach and one of your All-Americas just happens 
to also be an All-America on the offensive line. Every year, [football] Coach 
[Barry]! Switzer would release Steve to me right after the Nebraska game. 
Remember, he hadn’t worked out with the wrestling team at all. He’d practice 
with us for three days and then go out and knock some Stale guy on his butt. 
Then he’d go right back with the football team and practice for the bowl 
game. ) f 

“When you think that wrestling and football are two such different sports, 
it makes you admire the guy that much more, He’s the truest competitor I’ve 
ever coached,” Vv } a 

Abel attended Williams’ professional wrestling debut and came away im- 
pressed. ‘Steve has it all,’ he said. “‘Amazing strength. Incredible stamina 
and quickness for a man of his size. He's as close to indestructible as a human 
being can be.’ é - 

Williams’ phenomenal recovery from his 108-stitch eye injury did not sur- 
prise Abel. ‘Injuries have no effect on him,” the coach said. “‘What will 
affect him the most is the passing away of his dad. His father used to stay 
with me when he’d come to see Steve wrestle. His dad was a great man; 
Steve’s whole family is very close. They support each other in a way that can 
make you cry, Steve’ll come back, though, 

“Steve does not fool around. He means business. If he is on your side, 
there is nothing he wouldn’t do for you, And if he isn’t on your side, I 
suggest getting a passport. He’s a dangerous enemy to have.” i 

; —Eddie Eliner 
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EXCLUSIVE! 
Photos Of A Lifetime! 


HULK HOGAN: 


Xs CHAMPION: 
ESTLING aa nuary 1986 P 


Reprinted ie i 
FROM THE CRADLE 
TO THE THRONE 


Everyone knows the story of Hulk Hogan. He Is, after all, one of 
the biggest stars in sports. But before he became WWF 
champion, even before he was discovered playing volleyball 
on the beach at Venice, California, there was an entire life that 
had been led. Pro Wrestling Illustrated is proud to present an 
exclusive look back to the formative years of the most 
celebrated individual in professional wrestling today: The 
Hulkster—WWE World heavyweight champion Hulk Hogan! 


Coppertone tan! 


The publication of this story rep- 
resents a major publishing event. 
It's similar in magnitude to Pent- 
house and Playboy magazines ac- 
quiring photos of Madonna. These 
Hulk Hogan photos have never 
been seen anywhere before. We've 
been holding these photos in our 
files waiting for the proper time to 
print them, and now we think it’s 
time to bring them to you, along 
with special anecdotes and informa- 
tion from the life history of The 
Hulkster. We hope you enjoy this 


feature as much as we enjoy bring- 


ing it to you. 
—Peter King 


HE MAN THE world knows as 

Hulk Hogan was born Terry 
Bollea on August 11, 1953, at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Augusta, Geor- 
gia. The infant Hulkster weighed 10 
pounds, 7 ounces at birth, prompt- 
ing his mother to say that “at birth 
he looked as if he were three 
months ‘old.” 

From birth, Mrs. Bollea exercised 
her son's legs, arms, and back, and 
fed him a special liquid vitamin for- 
mula in order to keep him as 
healthy as possible. This early 
health training would set the pat- 
tern for The Hulkster’s life into 
adulthood; Hogan currently main- 


Running up and down hills at age 2 


tains a rigid daily schedule of exer- 
cise and diet, and.he never smokes 
or drinks. 

When Terry was about three, the 
Bolleas moved from Augusta, Geor- 
gia, to Tampa, Florida, and it would 
be in the Sunshine State that the 
young Hulkster—nicknamed “Big 
Train” by his father (presumably 
due to the fact that he was large 
for his age!)—would receive his 
schooling. Young Terry attended 
Ballast Point Elementary School, 
James Monroe Junior High School, 
and Robinson High School, all in 
Tampa. He was a popular boy, 
well-liked, and had many friends. 

Growing up, young Terry idol- 


Uncle Elmer would be proud! 


ized John Wayne and he had sev- 
eral favorites in professional wres-' 
tling. His true love, however, was 
baseball. He began competing in 
the local Little League when he 
was about eight years old. When he 
was 12, The Hulkster was picked to 
be in a series of all-star games. He 
pitched the final game, winning by 
the score of 4-3. In the series, Hulk 
had 10 hits in 14 times at bat for a 
.714 batting average! 

Two years later, however, The 
Hulkster would experience his first 
major sports disappointment: On a 


‘cold day in early April, his manager 


asked him to pitch from a 64-foot 
distance to the plate in a practice 


Age 9: Standing, third from the left 


game before the season opener. (By 
contrast, the distance from the 
pitcher’s mound to the plate in ma- 
jor league baseball is 60 feet, 6 
inches.) Hulk told the manager he 
was pitching from too far away, but 
the manager, hoping to strengthen 
Hulk’s arm, told him to go ahead 
and pitch. Hulk reared back to 
pitch, and wound up tearing the 
cartilage in his elbow and _ split 
the bone in his pitching arm, due to 
both the distance involved and the 
cold weather. 

Hulk spent the season with his 
arm in a cast and a sling; he never 
pitched again. His baseball career 
was over at the age of 14. 


Age 12: Again, standing, third from the left 


Though his love of baseball 
would be stifled, the Hulk’s love of 
music was only beginning to blos- 
som. Hulk had started taking guitar 
lessons at about the age of 12, and 
he played in a series of neighbor- 
hood bands. Hulk played both lead 
and rhythm guitar, but soon found 
that he preferred to play bass 
guitar. 

By the time he was 14, the only 
time Hogan wasn’t practicing his 
guitar was when he was in the 
gym. It was at this age that he 
began lifting weights and develop- 
ing the physique that would be- 
come recognized throughout the 
world. 
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Creating a Rukus at 23 


By the time he was in his late 
teens, The Hulkster’s interest in mu- 
sic would lead him to become a 
member of several professional 
rock bands, three of which were 
named “Koco,” “Ruckus,” and “In- 
finity’s End.” Like most struggling 


‘rock groups, they used the money 


they earned on their engagements 
to buy amplifiers and the various 
equipment they needed in order to 
upgrade their sound. 


In the meantime, after graduating 
from high school in 1971, Hulk 
went on to Hillsboro Community 
College where he studied business 
administration for two years, and 
then to the University of South 


His second band, Koco, at 16 years old 


Florida for two years, where he 
majored in business administration 
and music. 

At the start of 1977, Hulk had all, 
the band equipment he needed, so 
he began using the money he was 
earning to pay for developing his 
skills in a new field: wrestling. -Hulk 
took wrestling lessons from one of 
the true masters of the mat sport, 
Hiro Matsuda. 

In the years to follow, he would 
become Sterling Golden, Terry 
Boulder, and, after being discovered 
by Freddie Blassie in Venice, Cali- 
fornia, Hulk Hogan. From. cradle to 
throne: Hulk Hogan as you've nev- 
er seen him before! L 


Ric Flair 
(Continued from page 33) 


FLAIR: Let me tell you something 
about Nikita. He may be the most 
dangerous man in the entire sport, 
simply due to the fact that he’s go- 
ing to improve a great deal in the 
next few years. It’s starting already. 
He’s still too young, too hotheaded 
and anxious, to be able to defeat 
me. But give him five years, and 
he'll be trouble. But I'll have five 
more years of experience under my 
belt, too, and by that time | intend 
to have placed him out of the title 
picture completely. 

WRESTLING 85: Kerry Von Erich? 
FLAIR: Fool me once, shame on 
you; fool me twice, shame on me. 
Kerry will never have the opportuni- 
ty to pin me a second time. 
WRESTLING 85: Is there anyone in 
wrestling you'd like to defend your 
title against who you haven’t wres- 
tled yet? 

FLAIR: Hmmmm, that’s a good 
question. Maybe The Road War- 
riors. Sometimes | wonder what it 
would be like to defend against ei- 
thér Hawk or Animal. | suspect that 
even though they're a tag team 
powerhouse, their power would be 
undermined by splitting the team 
apart. 

WRESTLING 85: That would be 
some match: Ric Flair vs. Animal, or 
Ric Flair vs. Hawk. 

FLAIR: Yes, it would. Maybe I'll 
give Paul Ellering a phone call. 
WRESTLING 85: | think you should. 
One final question, Ric: You've 
been NWA World champion three 
times, now. You've been hailed by 
many as the greatest champion in 
the history of the NWA. You've 
been honored and decorated more 
in four years as champion than 
most wrestlers are in a lifetime. 
What else is there for Ric Flair to 
accomplish? 

FLAIR: As far as achieving any ti- 
tles? Nothing, except perhaps for 
that unification match we talked 
about before. As far as the NWA 
title is concerned, though, there’s a 
lot for me to do. Jack Nicklaus is 
the greatest golfer in the world, but 
he never stops thinking about win- 
ning another tournament, and I’m 
not about to stop thinking about de- 
fending that belt. Just because I’m 
the best doesn’t mean | can’t get 
even better. Keep watching, brother, 
because the Ric Flair legend is just 
beginning to grow. O 
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MIKE VON ERICH 


(Continued from page 51) 


only reasons he’s still alive.” 

At that same press conference, 
Mike’s brother Kevin said that ‘‘a mif- 
acle took place last night. Just the fact 
that we have Mike with us today is 
really a miracle. We’re all praying for 
him.” 

Mike would remain in intensive care 
for two weeks. He had been uncon- 
scious for much of that time, had suf- 


TOXIC SHOCK: 
HOW SERIOUS? - 


Toxic shock syndrome is a form 
of blood poisoning caused by a toxin 
that is produced by a strain of bacte- 
ria in the blood. It is characterized 
by sudden high fever and severe: 
vomiting that quickly PFORICaS. to 
shock. 

The Center For Disease Control-in 
Atlanta reports 2,815 confirmed 
cases of toxic shock syndrome in the 
United States’ since 1979. ‘Men ac- 
count for roughly five percent of 
those cases. 
~ According to Dr. Berkley of coe, 
however, the 2,815 figure may ac- 
count for only 10 percent of the ac- 
tual number of cases of toxic shock | 
‘syndrome i in the United. States.. Doe- 
‘tors who diagnose a case of toxic 
shock syndrome are not legally re- 
quired to report it to CDC, as they. 
must do with such diseases as small- 
pox, cholera, or AIDS. The 2,815 
figure includes only cases. reported to 
CDC on doctors’ own pe Es and 
|in turn confirmed by 

Dr. Berkley said that fie fatality: 
rate among. toxic shock syndrome 
sufferers is 444 percent, and is in 
fact dropping. He also. points out 
that while toxic shock syndrome is 
‘commonly associated with women 
who use tampons, 25 to 30 percent 
of of the cases studied by CDC are 
non-menstrual related, and the dis- 
ease has been noted in males and 
females of all age BrOUps. 


fered from an inflamed pancreas, and 
was experiencing lung dysfunction. He 
was placed on a respirator to help him 
breathe. His kidney function was se- 
verely impared, and he was placed on 
hemodialysis. 

Doctors kept a close watch over Von 
Erich. Gradually, his condition began 
to improve. 

On September 3, Mike’s condition 
was upgraded from critical to serious. 

On September 11, Mike was dis- 
charged from intensive care and admit- 
ted into a private room. His condition 
was also upgraded: from serious to 
fair. 

Over the next few days, the news 
that the Von Erich family received 
from Baylor University Medical Center 
would ‘prove to be good. 

Baylor spokesman Steve Habgood 
reported that as of our press time (Sep- 
tember 17), Mike Von Erich’s condi- 
tion remained fair, though he was still 
on hemodialysis to support his kidney 
function. Doctors were hoping to wean 
him away from the hemodialysis as 
soon as possible. 

(Continued on page 64) 


Von Erich is extremely popular with fans of 
all ages. The hospital mailroom was flooded 
with get-well wishes. 
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As the issue went to press, Mike remained in fair condition in a private room at the Baylor 


University Medical Center in Dallas. 


In addition, Habgood noted that 
Mike was conscious, he was no longer 
on a respirator, his pancreas inflamma- 
tion was -subsiding, his lung function 
was back to normal, and his blood 
counts were normal. 

As Kevin pointed out during the 
press conference, when Mike’s life 
seemed to be over, ‘‘a miracle took 
place.”’ Indeed it did. Whether or not 


he would be able to resume his career 
was unknown. But wrestling, won-loss 
records, and.a revenge-feud with Gino 
Hernandez, though, were the farthest 
things from Mike Von Erich’s mind. 
He is happy to be alive, as are his 
family, fans, and the rest of the wres- 
tling world. 

Hopefully, Mike Von Erich has won 
the toughest match of his life. O 
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July 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 
Sheik, Cover story: Bruno Sammartino. 
PLUS; Wrestling li, Race, Ladd, Albano. 


August 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: Ko- 

loff and peer Cover story: Bruno vs. 
j : Idol, Von Erichs, 

Pre fe 

June 1982/COLOR POSTER: Nick 

Bockwinkel. Cover story: Adonis & Ven- 

tura. PLUS: Snuka, Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR POSTER: Dino 
Bravo. Cover story: Steamboat & Rich. 
PLUS: Andre, Martel, Piper, Blassie. 


September 1982/COLOR POSTER; 
Blackjack Mulli 

my Rich, PLUS: Piper, Snuka, Von 
Erich, Martel, AWA Sheiks. 


October 1982/COLOR POSTER: Jerry 
Lawler. Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Rhodes, Graham, Race, Funk Jr. 


December 1982/COLOR POSTER: 
Rick Martel. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Orndorff, Albano. 


January 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ken 
Patera. Cover story: Rick Steamboat. 
PLUS: Rich, Brody, Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan 
Putski. Cover story: Rhodes vs. Garvin. 
PLUS: Snuka, Super Destroyer, Bock- 
winkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR POSTER: Superstar 
Graham. Cover story: Mil Mascaras. 
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Jr. Cover story: Tom- 
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Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! 


May 1984/COLOR POSTER: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Cover story; Hulk Hogan. 

| PLUS: Road Warriors, Fabulous Ones, 
Flair, Rotundo, 
June 1984/COLOR POSTER: Dick 
Slater. Cover Story: Ted DiBiase. PLUS: 
Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., Patera, One 
Man Gang, Hogan. 
duly 1984/COLOR POSTER: Paul Eller- 
ing. Cover story: Jimmy Valiant. PLUS: 
JYD, Fabulous Ones, Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR POSTER: Stan 


June 1985/COLOR POSTER: Bari 
Windham. Cover story: Dusty Rhodes. 
PLUS: Slaughter, Hogan, Von Erich, 
Magnum T.A. 


July 1985/COLOR POSTER: Sat. 
Slaughter. Cover story: Hogan vs. Piper. 
PLUS: Road Warriors, One Man Gang, 
Magnum T.A., Martel. 


August 1985/COLOR POSTER: Rock 
1’ Roll Express, Cover story; Von 


Erichs. PLUS; Slaughter, Hogan, NWA 
Scouting reports. 


June 1983/COLOR POSTER: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Gover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Slaughter, Muraco. 
July 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan Ko- 
loff. Cover story: Tommy Rich. PLUS: 
Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, Geigel. 
August 1983/COLOR POSTER: Larry 
Zbyszko. Cover story: Roddy Piper. 
PLUS: Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 
Wrestling Il. 
October by cuaesegane sabe ds oars 
d . Cover story: Tommy Rich, 
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hnson, Adonis, Rhodes, Piper. Hansen. Cover story: Jerry Lawler. September 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
faa Per: | PLUS: Sullivan, Slaughter, Blackwell & | Junkyard Dog. Cover story: Magnum 
November 1983/COLOR POSTER: Patera, Flair. T.A. PLUS: Von Erich, Hogan, AWA 
Roddy Piper. Cover story; Harley Race. scouting reports. 
PLUS: Santana, Mascaras, Ellering, Val- eet: pio teen ne . ani 
H logan. Cover story: The Roa aie Re SSE PM 
eile Warriors. SPECIAL FIFTH ANNIVERSA- el 


December 1983/COLOR POSTER: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Cover story: Dusty 
Rhodes. PLUS: Hayes, Steamboat, 
Hansen, DiBiase. 
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The PWI Years. 


October 1984/COLOR POSTER: Billy 
Jack, Cover story: Kerry Von Erich. 
PLUS: Martel, Blanchard, Fabulous 
Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR POSTER: 

Rick Martel. Cover story: Sgt. Slaughter. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Road Warriors, Wind- 
ham, Rotundo, 


December 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Kerry Von Erich. Cover story: Barry 
Windham. PLUS: Rich, Martel, McDan- 
lel, WWF-NWA TV war. 


January 1985/COLOR POSTER: Tito 
Santana. Cover story: Road Warriors, 
PLUS: Billy Jack, Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR POSTER: Mag- 
num T.A. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Hogan, Backlund, Ellering. 


March 1985/SPECIAL YEAR-END 
AWARDS ISSUE! FOUR PAGE COLOR 
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The Year In Review. 
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October 1985/COLOR POSTER: Chris 
Adams, Cover story: Steamboat. PLUS: 
Warriors, Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
Randy Savage. Cover story: Ric Flair. 
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Garvin. Cover story: Jimmy Snuka. 


PLUS: Warriors, Gordy, Flair, Rhodes. Jesse Ventura. Cover story: Great Ameri- 


can Bash, PLUS: Von Erich, Orndorff, 
Williams & DiBiase. 

January 1986/COLOR POSTER: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Cover story: Hulk Hogan, 
PLUS: Magnum T.A., Brody, Gagne. 


February 1984/COLOR POSTER: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Cover story: Greg 
Valentine. PLUS: Super Destroyer, 
Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


April 1984/COLOR POSTER: Rocky 
Johnson. Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Hogan, Andre, Rich, Bundy. 


May 1985/COLOR POSTER: Road 
Warriors. SPECIAL TAG TEAM ISSUE! 
Cover story: Fabulous Ones & Rock 'n’ 
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do, Von Erich & Billy Haynes, PW/ Rates 


PLUS: Valentine, Orndorff, Hart. Top 15 teams. 
| ee lt | — SS ee me ee ee 
Cl PWiJuly 1980 © PWi/dune 1984 Make Check Payable And Send To: | 
1 CO PWvAugust 1980 0 PWi/July 1984 T.V. SPORTS ONLY 
| © PWiJune 1982 Cl PWi/August 1984 Box 48 ~ I 
1 PWi/August 1982 Cl PWi/Se 1 . 
|G pwisenember 1982 1] Pwocoter tees | Rockville Centre, NY 11571 $3.00 EACH || 
| a eben . reece ble 5 ste Light pen Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
| a Seber 2 Savairateny tame Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ | 
| [1 PWI/April 1983 CO PWi/March 1985 In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issue: PRINT YOUR NAME AND | 
| © PWi/June 1983 1 PWI/April 1985 ADDRESS CLEARLY 
Ol PWi/July 1983 © PWUMay 1985 Name | 
| () PWi/August 1983 0 PWi/June 1985 
jo Pwi/October 1983 O PWi/July 1985 | 
[1 PWUNovember 1983 (1 PWi/August 1985 Address Apt. 
| © PwwDecember 1983 _C) PWi/September 1985 
| © PWidanuary 1984) PW/October 1985 City | 
O PWi/February 1984 (1 PWI/November 1985 
| 1) PWi/April 1984  PWi/December 1985 ; | 
1 PWI/May 1984 — PWi/January 1986 State Zip | 
‘ For all orders except the United States arid Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S,) for every back issue ordered tor 
| Do Not ial et harer deh cc Send Goins. boat mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every back ieee sent by air mail | 


L 


DURABLE! 
RELIABLE! 


Complete with 
2keys 


45 


Quick action. 
Single-locking, Easy 
to use. Secure. 
Specially low priced. 
Fast delivery, Order 
yours today. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


For 
only 


| DEERCREEK PROD., INC. Dept. A6T 

\ P.O. Box 754, Pompano Bch., FL 33061 
, OK! Send my handcoffs right away. | am enclosing 
1 $7.45 plus $1.00 for postage and handling. I understand 
{ you will refund my money if I am not 100% satisfied. 


“BE INCHES SLIMMER 
THE DOCTOR’S WAY!" 


INSTA-SLIM 
BELT 


FOR MEN! FOR WOMEN! 


th 


A FEW FEATURES THAT MAKE THE FAMOUS Rx BELT 
SO FANTASTIC: 

* Take inches off waist! » Vital back support for Lum- 
bar & Sacro « Raises abdomen and keeps it there! ° 
Incisional hernia support! 


ABSOLUTELY 
RLU EVEN SWIMWEAR! 


Made of Power-Knit 
SPANDEX to stretch with 


you. No 
no ride-up! Reinforced 
front and back. 


10 Day Money back 
guarantee |f not worn, 
soiled or damaged. 


FOR MEN OR WOMEN. 
Order in even sizes 


26" thru 52" $ 
999 
R. S. SALES, SUITE BS143 
1626 N. Wilcox, Hollywood, Calif. 90028 


wrinkle, no roll, 


Waist size______ _. Add $1.50 for postage & handling, 
6% sales tax. For COD send $4.00 deposit. Worn, 
soiled or damaged items nonreturnable. 


66 


HOW TO BUILD A 
POWERFUL BODY 


Fabulous Muscle Pumping Methods 
that stimulate muscular growth! 


How You Can Have: 
®@ More Strength @Bigger Arms 
@ Wider Shoulders @Lose Fat 
®@ Gain Muscular Weight ® Power- 

ful Chest @Trimmer Waist 

a SS ee 
ia Universal Bodybuilding 

Box 6694, Dept. T-3 


»») fs 
(MM) Detroit, Michigan 48240 ee [ 3) 
ia 

| 


B Send for FREE BOOKLET. 


@ Name 


Address 


City. State 210 
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


MPLE IMPORT FREE: 


Shows how to make big money! 
Start Your Own BIG PROFIT ® 


©0606 © 2880000 86 2860" 


MAIL ORDER 
HOME IMPORT 
niwoce BUSINESS 


Buy Below Wholesale 


MEN — WOMEN ... turn spare hours into 
BIG INCOME! Discover excellent profits of 
Home Mail Order Import Business. Plan based 
on my own success. | guide your every step. 
You deal direct with overseas suppliers, buy 
below wholesale, cut out costly specialty mer- 
chandise middlemen. Keep ALL profit! | trav- 
el the world searching out dazzling new import 
winners for your business. New products eve- 
ry month. Special drop ship opportunities. 


FREE MEMBERSHIP international Trad- 
ers organization. Puts you in direct contact 
with suppliers overseas, makes importing 
easy, Location and age no barrier. Ideal spare 
time husband/wife or retirement business. 


START WITH 24,000 
PRODUCTS Jade 
1.T. membership brings 24.000 > Ring . 
below wholesale bargains. Knife 79¢ 
75d plus 10¢ ship, your delivered 
cost S5¢. Sells at $4.95 and 


more, You make giant protit, Swiss 


B. L, MELLINGER 
Famous World Tratier, 
“| started with Jess 
than $100 and made 


i Electric 
Defender Knife 2 Razor $3.70 dar tat 
eS 75¢ 


x 4 Wholesale 


S = 
35mm Camera 
JBliiiyy $5.80 

B14 SIFR 
MAIL AD GET FREE IMPORT You get 
free Sample Import, Plus Free Report .. . 
“How to Import and Export!” ALL FREE. 
You must mail.ad to get import. Only one to 
person. No obligation. No salesman will call. 
Write today. 
B. L. Mellinger, Mellinger Co., Dept. $1464 


6100 Variel, Woodland Hills, CA 91367-3779 


Personal Computer $232. 
Keyboard, 32K Ram, 
Printer, Recorder, 
Monitor, Software. 


Williams 


(Continued from page 55) 


been raised my whole life to follow 
winners,’’ he said. “‘You can’t get to 
be more of a winner than at 
Oklahoma.”” 

In his four years in a Sooner jersey, 
Williams was selected to the All-Big 
Eight team twice, and was honorable 
mention All-America in his junior 
year. He wrestled his freshman and 
sophomore years, earning All-America 
honors there, too—and more boos. “‘I 
called the Oklahoma State fans—OSU 
was our biggest wrestling rival—a 
bunch of garbage and they came out 
to my match with a bunch of garbage 
and tossed it at me. It didn’t matter. I 
beat the pants off my guy. I take all 
their yelling and smile.” 

Williams graduated from the pasto- 
ral environs of Norman in 1982 and 
was drafted by the USFL’s New Jersey 
Generals as an offensive tackle. He 
made the team, but aggravated an old 
knee injury in training camp and spent 
the entire season on injured reserve. - 

The following season the Generals 
decided to switch Williams to defensive 
nose tackle. He had difficulty in mak- 
ing the transition from the. offensive 
line—a position he’d played his entire 
life—to defense, and was cut from the 
squad two weeks before the season be- 
gan. “I’m an offensive player and 
have been my whole life,’ Williams 
explained. ‘‘I was brought up to be a 
football star and I never understood 
why they didn’t give me chance on the 
offensive line. It doesn’t matter, 
though. I have no regrets. I played 
football all my life because it was fun. 
Pro football isn’t fun. I’m very happy 
where I am right now.” 

Where Steve “Dr. Death’? Williams 
is right now is atop the heap in what is 
generally regarded as the fastest-rising 
territory in the country, the Mid-South. 
Williams and his partner, DiBiase, 
have mowed over any opposition pre- 
sumptuous enough to stand in their 
way. They are, along with The Road 
Warriors and the Koloffs, considered 
the most feared tag team wrestling 
today. 

His eye injury? When asked two 
days after the accident about it, Wil- 
liams reply was, ‘“What injury are you 
talking about?’’ Obviously, in two 
days’ time the injury had lost all of its 
distinction, relegated to the general 
cornucopia of his body’s other ail- 
ments. When pressed to comment on 
his unusual capacity to absorb punish- 


ment, Williams shrugs, saying, ‘I’m a 
jigsaw puzzle, but what are you sup- 
posed to do? Look at the business I’m 
in. Bankers get ulcers and high blood 
pressure. I break my bones. 

“T’ve been in so many barroom 
brawls, been sliced up so many times, 
been smashed over the head and what 
not, I just don’t notice it anymore. 
Besides, in my business, it’s much bet- 
ter to give than to receive, and that is 
what Mr. DiBiase and myself have 
been doing. Like I said, I was taught 
to follow winners, Now I’m a winner. 
I’m a professional. I go out and do 
my job and if the fans want to boo 
me, then let ’em. I don’t hear it 
anyway. 

“People ask me if I’m going to go 
after Brad Armstrong because of this 
injury. Heck, I snapped Brad Arm- 
strong in two when I won that match. 
I’ve been hit by chairs and tables—I 
sure got better things to do than go 
hunting a little boy like Brad Arm- 
strong because of a little cut.’’ 

Given the catalogue of injuries Wil- 
liams has suffered between football 
and wrestling, one questions his lon- 
gevity in the sport, despite his inhuman 
threshold of pain. ‘‘I’ve got a physical 
education degree from OU that I plan 
on using one day,”’ he said. ‘I have 
no desire to be in the ring when I’m 
40, Still, the worst injury I’ve ever re- 
ceived occurred at a bachelor party 
during my senior year in high school. I 
tossed a bunch of ice water on some 
of my buddies and they twisted me out 
of shape. My knee came apart and I 
needed surgery. 

“When I retire, I’m gonna coach 
football, maybe wrestling, maybe even 
manage. I go back to Norman when- 
ever I can and help out there. I’ve got 
no desire to become a cripple for the 
rest of my life. 

‘But right now I’m 25 and in the 
best shape of my career. I’m down to 
265 from 317, and feel better than I 
ever have. I hear the fans boo, I take 
all of my personal problems into the 
ring and take it out on whoever there 
is Opposite me. I’m wrestling eight 
times a week and I look forward to 
every match. And I’m just gonna get 
better. I’ll be here for a long time, 
don’t you worry. I have a lot of busi- 
ness to take care of.” 

Which should mean booming busi- 
ness for the Mid-South area doctors, 
but plenty of bad times for its 
wrestlers. O 
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STEAMBOAT 


(Continued from page 39) 


Hesitantly, Steamboat’s friend asked 
him when his eyes would heal. Steam- 
boat shrugged almost imperceptibly 
and toyed with a speck of grayish lint 
on his robe. ‘‘I don’t know, man,’’ he 
said. “The doc wants me to keep the 
bandages on for the night, and see him 
at 10 tomorrow. He says the right cor- 
nea may have been dislocated by the 
cane. He’s not too worried about my 
left eye. I’m worried about both of 
?em.”’ 

Steamboat suddenly bared his teeth, 
conveying the attitude of a weeks- 
hungry shark on the prowl. He spoke 
in jarring, staccato sentences. ““They’re 
trying to maim me. This is how I 
make my living. Sadistic slobs. Think 
they can drive me out of the WWF. 
Nuts. I’ve outwrestled that clown every 
match. Ill kill him now. I’ll kill him, I 
care about these eyes. I use ’em to see. 


And listen, brother,’’ Steamboat con- 
tinued, “‘even with these bandages on I 
can see it quite clearly. The disgrace 
and humiliation of Muraco and Fuji, 
in living color. I know how to fight 
fire with fire.”’ 

In a crosstown sushi bar/bowling al- 
ley, Magnificent Muraco and Mr. Fuji 
were living it up. The ordinarily frugal 
Japanese manager, who had already 


spent half the night’s commission on 
free rounds of sake, entertained the 
pretty local femmes by balancing the 
notorious cane on the tops of his pat- 
ent-leather soles for minutes on end. 


Leaving the women to his guiding 
light, Muraco relaxed at a secluded ta- 
ble and wearily massaged his pectoral 
veins. An easy, satiated smile never left 
his lips. 


Steamboat immobilizes his opponent with an armbar (opposite page). Incredibly, the referee 
would not disqualify Muraco for jabbing Steamboat in the eyes with Fuji’s cane (above). 
The Magnificent One lifts The Dragon from the tumbuckles and drops him to the mat 
(below). The next time Steamboat mounted the tumbuckles would be his last. 


A pleasant-looking woman with 
frosted hair and white lipstick ap- 
proached Muraco’s table. ‘‘Hey, I real- 
ly loved what you did to that sissy 
Hawahh-yunn tonight,’ she slurred, 
having obvious difficulty with the 
proper noun’s pronunciation. “I hope 
you put his eyes out. I tried to talk to 
him once, and he just passed me by 
without saying a word, Whadda jerk!” 

The smile faded a little from Mura- 
co’s lips, and, typically, he appeared to 
be lost in brooding. It was hard to tell 
what he was thinking about behind the 
black shades. Then, as if to himself, he 
growled, ‘‘A tough man. A superlative 
wrestler. Sure, but he doesn’t know the 
smell of pain. He doesn’t know the 
meaning of magnificence, does he 
now?” 

Muraco casually dismissed the wom- 
an and nestled back inside himself. He 
must have been thinking about the 
wars ahead. Muraco and Steamboat. 
Whenever these two meet, they’ll be 
out for blood and sacrifice. ia 
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owerful, more masculine, more peyee: more 
arless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase oie Send just $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping for tw). 
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The best-selling biography of wrestling’s 
hottest superstar is now available as a 
special order through our back issue 
department. lustrated with many exclu- 
sive photos, Hulkamania! traces Hogan’s 
rise from raw rookie to participant in 
WrestleMania, the most publicized 
event in wrestling history. Only $3.50 
(plus $1.50 postage and handling). 


Print Your Name And Address Clearly 
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State Zip 


Please rush me __________ copies of 
Hulkamania, I enclose $5,00 ($3.50 for the 
book, plus $1.80 postage and handling) for 
each copy I am ordering. 

Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. U.S. funds 
aie Foreign orders please add an additional 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


RUDE-HAYNES | 


(Continued from page 37) 


universe—the sexually-charged bio- 
logical forces that maintain life it- 
self—and have harnessed it for my 
own personal use. That is the se- 
cret of my genuine sex appeal, and 
that is why the droves of women | 
must gently brush away like flies 
are attracted to me. Mine is a natu- 
ral beauty, powered by the sexual 
energy of the universe. Believe me, 
| have given this subject a great 
deal of study, and any further ex- 
planation would go straight over any 
wrestling fan’s head. 

Another major facet of RAVISH- 
ING is obvious: wrestling skill. Most 
of the fans out there who boo me 
have no idea that | was once con- 
sidered the greatest amateur wres- 
tler in the world. Upon turning pro, 
| trained with Verne Gagne—now, 
the man’s always been a dolt, the 
very antithesis of RAVISHING, but 
he taught me a lot about the sci- 
ence of wrestling and greatly eased 
the transition from the amateur 
ranks, Don't make the mistake of 
calling me a ‘‘rulebreaker’’—I win 
my matches cleanly, with cunning 
and grace.. My tactical brilliance 
devastates my opponents and the 
agility of my body in fluid form sets 
all the women smoldering. | win 
matches and dates at the same 
time. 

Another open secret of the RAV- 
ISHING formula is dress. | may not 
be the best-dressed man in wres- 
tling, but my beautiful robes accen- 
tuate the lithe contours of my lus- 
cious body. If | dressed as flashy 
as, say, a Ric Flair or a Jesse Ven- 
tura, it would only distract the 
women from the bionic orgone 
forces pulsating from my sleek phy- 
sique. Yes, I'm a snappy dresser, 
by far the best in Florida, but I’m 
no peacock. Moderation here is the 
key. 

Now compare my natural eroti- 
cism to the oafish pretty boy poses 
of one man in particular, Billy Jack 
Haynes. Here’s the buffoon the 


Rude tries to change the appearance of 
Haynes, the most recent winner of the 
“Wrestling’s Sexiest Superstar” contest. 


readers of Wrestling Superstars 
mysteriously selected as ‘‘Wres- 
tling’s Sexiest Superstar’ (in the 
Winter 1984 issue). | laughed then, 
and | chuckle heartier now that I’ve 
seen him in the flesh. Here’s a 
man (?) who spends thousands of 
dollars on hired models and. dis- 
ease-stricken barmaids to be seen 
with him in public. Any expert in 
the sport will attest to the fact that 
he's an oaf in the ring—l’m just 
afraid he'll start learning some 
holds from being continually caught 
in them. And Billy Jerk's wardrobe 
is perfect for a caribou-skinning in 
the Kiwanis parking lot. The man 
has no class, and he would never 
understand the bionic orgone roots 
of my sexual energy. 

| hereby challenge all the intelli- 
gent fans out there to fire off angry 
letters and petitions supporting my 
claim to be wrestling’s sexiest 
hunk. It’s not RAVISHING enough 
to pound Billy Jerk into a bloody 
pulp in the ring and leave it at 
that. | want to save his life by 
showing up his stuffed ego for the 
empty-headed delusion it really is. 
RAVISHING RICK RUDE _ thanks 
you. CI 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 6) 


Our interview section this time 
around opens with a veteran who is 
enjoying brand-new popularity through- 
out the wrestling world. “Sports Re- 


view Interview: Baron Von 
Raschke”’ (page 22) from the January 
1986 Sports Review Wrestling, 


presents a candid discussion with one 
of the most unique personalities any- 
where in wrestling—or anywhere else, 
for that matter! 


Baron Von Raschke is enjoying as much 
popularity now as ever before. An interview 
with Von Raschke appears on page 22. 

“Hotseat: Jim Cornette” (page 
26), originally presented in the Novem- 
ber 1985 Inside Wrestling, examines 
the crafty manager's plan for NWA 
dominance, and his lust to have his 
Midnight Express win the NWA World 
tag team title. As we look back on this 
interview, it is interesting to note that 
Cornette may not have won that title, 
but he did win honors as 1985’s Man- 
ager of the Year. 

NWA World champion Ric Flair is 
the focal point for much of the wres- 
tling world, and the Winter 1985 
Wrestling 85 presented a very special 
“Interview 85: Ric Flair” (page 30). 
In it, Flair talks for the first time in 
depth about an injury that at one time 
threatened to end his career for good. 

The December 1985 edition of JIn- 
side Wrestling presented a story that 


Tito Santana’s second reign as Interconti- 
nental champion proves that he is one of 
the greatest athletes in the WWF today. 


made WWF fans happy: ‘“Interconti- 
nental Champion Again—The Res- 
urrection Of Tito Santana!’’ (page 
34) examined the beginning of Tito’s 
second title reign, a reign that contin- 
ues to be distinguished by hard work 
and a grueling schedule of champion- 
ship defenses. 

When Rick Rude was in Florida, he 
offered a story for the December 1985 
The Wrestler entitled, ‘‘Rick Rude—‘I 
Am _ Wrestling’s Sexiest Super- 
star!’ ” (page 36). Now that Rude is 
in Texas, where the Von Erichs are 
the premier sex symbols, look for his 
attitude to cause a great deal of fric- 
tion between himself and the first fam- - 
ily of wrestling. 

In that same magazine, we also pre- 
sented “Exclusive Photos: How Mu- 
raco And Fuji Blinded Rick Steam- 
boat!” (page 38). This important 
feature examined a match that was un- 
doubtedly the tuming point in the 
Steamboat-Muraco feud. It was also 
potentially the most damaging match 
of Steamboat’s entire career. 

Speaking of damage, no tag team 
knows how to damage opponents bet- 


SILLS 


Road Warrior Hawk grimaces from a kick to the crotch by Harley Race, Like his tag team 


A or > : 


partner, Animal, Hawk doesn’t mind taking a little bit of pain—as long as he has the 
opportunity to inflict plenty of punishment on his opponent. 


ter than Hawk and Animal—The .Road 
Warriors. In the February 1986 Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, “The Road 
Warriors Invite You To Their 
Smorgasbord Of Violence!” (page 
40) allowed Hawk, Animal, and their 
manager to discuss precisely why they 
like to inflict punishment on their op- 
ponents, in this case Harley Race and 
Stan Hansen. 

Recently, at Starrcade '85, The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express regained the 
NWA World tag title from the Koloffs 
and Krusher Khrushchev. With that 
war now heating up again, the story 
from the January 1986 Inside Wres- 
tling takes on new significance. “Ko- 
loff & Khrushchev Batter Morton & 
Gibson—Is The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
press Speeding To Disaster?’ (page 
47) explains why the Rock ’n’ Rolls 
may be at a great disadvantage in this 
feud. 

Sporting courage in the ring is a 
common quality in wrestling, but sel- 
dom is the extreme strength of person- 
al courage demonstrated so vividly as it 
was in “Mike Von Erich’s Coura- 
geous Fight for Life’ (page 50), pre- 


sented in the January 1986 Inside 
Wrestling. Mike contracted rare toxic 
shock syndrome following surgery to 
his shoulder and came frighteningly 
close to death. Thankfully, he is now 
on the road to full recovery. 

Another type of courage was dem- 
onstrated when “Dr. Death” Steve Wil- 
liam$ received a major eye injury and 
wrestled again only hours later. 108 
Stitches In Steve Williams’ Eye! 
‘Sew Me Up, Doc, I’ve Got A Match 
Tonight!’ ” (page 52) gives you all 
the details of the injury, and makes a 
valid case for Williams being the 
toughest man in the entire sport. “Dr. 
Death” is also the author of this issue’s 
“USA Update” on page 8. 

Finally, the issue of Wrestling USA 
finishes off with what may well have 
been the most popular feature ever 
published in Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine. In the January 1986 issue of 
that title, we presented “Photos Of A 
Lifetime—Hulk Hogan: From Cra- 
dle To Throne” (page 56). Why was 
the feature so popular? Well, it isn’t 
every day that the average wrestling 

(Continued on page 74) 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 73) 


Hulk Hogan wants you! Not to join the 
Army, but to join him on a tour through his 
childhood, beginning on page 56. 

fan gets to see baby photos of the 
most popular individual in the sport! 

Our color section this issue features 
pinups from four of the hottest match- 
es of the past few months: Kendall & 
Barry Windham vs. Kevin Sullivan, 
Andre the Giant vs. King Kong 
Bundy, Terry Taylor vs. Buddy 
Landell, Kerry Von Erich vs. Gino 
Hernandez. 

Of course there are two pages of 
up-to-date Official Wrestling Ratings 
(page 82), a special “Ratings Analy- 
sis” (page 81) featuring the best and 
worst of the announcer ratings, and 
two pages of your letters in ‘‘Dateline: 
USA” (page 84). It all adds up to the 
biggest package of action and excite- 
ment available on any newsstand. 

And we'll see you again in another 
three months with another edition of 
wrestling’s best from coast to coast— 
Wrestling USA. 

Until then—happy reading! - O 
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ON SALE NOW SANTANA 


(Continued from page 35) 


(*stling 


Featuring 
FULL-COLOR Features On 


With Rick Steamboat and Junkyard Dog on winning streaks and both gunning for Valentine, 


Santana had virtually become the forgotten man. Tito has Valentine retreating to a comer 
(above) and on the verge of being trapped in a figure-four leglock, but until that night in a 
cage in Baltimore, he had been unable to regain the title. 


TITO SANTANA 


Commanding The Respect Of A 
World Champion 


Plus A Special Feature: 


DREAM 
SUPERCARD 


Flair vs. Hogan 
vs. Martel! 


Warriors vs. Von Erichs! 
And Many More 
The Greatest Matches You Can 
Imagine 


AND... 
ALIFE SIZE 22” x 32” 
8 PAGE SUPER COLOR 
CENTERFOLD OF 


The Night Of Dreams 
Supercard Featuring 


Flair, Hogan, 


& Martel! tober issue of Inside. On top of that, ble in public. Things looked bleak for 
rumors circulated that his bad knee, the Tocula Tornado. 
Get Yours Today! injured by Valentine and repaired by Then came the steel cage match. 
On Sale At Newsstands arthroscopic surgery, had worsened Baltimore, July 6, 1985. Tito’s last 
Everywhere and Tito had to take care not to hob- _ stand. 
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The bout was a war, a terrible strug- 
gle for honor and bonded jewels. Val- 
entine ladled out generous helpings of 
brutality; he seemed to forget about 
Santana’s knee this time, and focused 
his attack on generalized homicide. 
Tito fought back gamely and, when 
all was said and done, he climbed 
from the barbarous cage and grabbed 
the kelly-green belt in victory, He had 
regained the Intercontinental title. He 
had proved the skeptics wrong. Jimmy 
Hart’s megaphone whistled in the cigar 
smoke, Valentine bent the relinquished 
belt by smashing it against the cage, 
but neither of them could reverse the 
final verdict. Baltimore fans had been 
privileged to witness the resurrection of 
Tito Santana. 

When Santana returned to his dress- 
ing room, mangled belt in tow, he sat 
down and wept. No scene can move a 
witness more than the replenishment of 
an athlete’s pride. Tito was no longer a 
premature has-been. 

“This is if,”’ Santana announced to 
a crowded press conference thirty min- 
utes after his victory. “‘I’ve heard all 
the ugly rumors about the shape of my 
knees, and about the state of my ca- 
reer, Well, perseverance is my middle 
name. Arriba! I’m as tough and as 
talented as any man in the sport, 
~ brother, and I intend to defend this 
title with the honor and dignity that 
scumbucket Valentine didn’t bother 
with.” 

“How does your knee feel?” a 
smart-aleck. reporter chirped. 

Santana didn’t flinch. Instead, he 
stepped out from behind the rosewood 
podium and did 20 deep kneebends in 
blindingly rapid succession. ‘‘Does that 
answer your question, bro?’”’ The jour- 
nalist rubbed the bluish underside of 
his chin with the cap of his ballpoint 
and stared into space. 

Tito Santana relished the glory of 
his moment. Spotlighted in the most 
hostile environment imaginable—chilly 
steel mesh—he regained one of the 
most influential titles in wrestling, and 
he simultaneously saved his own career 
and reputation. The half-hearted 
smirks have faded—Tito Santana is in- 
deed a champion. O 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FROM 


[pPro 
CB 


ILLUSTRATED 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST-SELLING 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


Now you can join the ranks of wrestling’s greatest superstars and be featured on the 
cover of wrestling’s largest-selling magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


And it’s easy—you don’t have to spend 10 
years as a professional wrestler. . . you don’t 
have to become engaged in one of wrestling’s 
toughest feuds . . . you don’t even have to win 
the NWA or AWA World titles! 


All you've got to do is have a sharp, in-focus 
color photo of yourself. Any size will do, but it 
must be a clear, color photo 


FOTOZINES will take your photo and place you 
on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It’s that jb@=7 
easy. And the result is a beautiful, heavy Pin 
laminated cover enclosed in a highest-quality | 
lucite frame suitable for hanging on the wall of | 
your room or office 


The low price of only $19.95 (plus $2.00 
shipping and handling) includes your photo on 
the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus the 
lucite frame. And you can order additional 
framed copies of that cover for only $14.95 ea. 
(plus $2.00 shipping and handling) 

It's the perfect present for the wrestling fan on 
your gift list 

Order yours today! 

MAIL TO: 

FOTOZINES/Pro Wrestling Illustrated ER 
P.O. Box 747 WERE YEAR! 
Windermere, Florida 32786 ———, 


Sirs: Please put me on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | have enclosed a clearly 
focused, color photograph that I'd like to have reproduced on a cover. | understand that my 
photo will be returned in its original condition, along with my Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
FOTOZINE cover plus a special lucite frame. | have enclosed a check or money order 
(payable to FOTOZINES) for the amount as indicated below: 


ITEM QUANTITY PRICE 
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i 
ji 
j 


é 


FOTOZINE (including lucite frame) one $19.95 
Duplicate framed FOTOZINES $14.95 ea. 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($2.00 per item) $ 
Florida Residents add 5% sales tax $ 

TOTAL: $ 
NAME: 5 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: SAE; Ze: 


FOTOZINES also accepts VISA and MasterCard orders. 
( )VISA Account Number: Exp.Date: 
( )MasterCard Account Number: Exp.Date: 
YOUR SIGNATURE: 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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NOW AVAILABLE 
BY MAIL 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #1 
Stories: Hulk Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, 
Action Update 

SUPER CENTERFOLD: The Road ‘a 
Warriors (pictured below right) rere, mui} of. bc 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #2 
Stories: Magnum T.A., Hulk Hogan, = 
Action Update 
SUPER CENTERFOLD: Sgt. Slaughter 
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s ee plored Print 
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een , 


* Forte? ar 
Caaevenes® 


“MULKE 


1c GREATES 


Sure ee Exclusiy 


Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


3.00 
copies of Super Color Special #1 


Send me 
Send me 


copies of Super Color Special #2 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
Please rush my order immediately. | enclose $3.00 tor each Super Color Special \'m ordering. | 
Print your name and address clearly | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Name 
Address pt 
Cie eee Slate ZI 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 
for each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


KOLOFF/ 
KHRUSHCHEV 


(Continued from page 49) 
belts? Only defend them against 
midgets and women? | think not, and 
| also think that all this talk about us 
being hurt and outclassed is a crock 
of swill. Jackie talks like that because 
he sees us every night. It burns me up 
that The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express has cap- 
tured the World tag team champion- 
ship and we still are thought of as 
flash-in-the-pans by a lot of westing 
people. 

“Sure we hurt. Of course we're in 
pain a lot. That's the nature of this 
profession. If you can’t wrestle with 
pain, then you can’t wrestle.” 

Nevertheless, as Morton and Gib- 
son shuffled out of the dressing room 
that night, already scheduled to wres- 
tle the Koloffs three times in the next 
five days, Jackie Madigan’s words 
echoed ominously throughout the 
empty dressing room: “You can’t 
push a body beyond its natural 
limits.” 0 
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| MOVING? | 


Kindly give us 8 weeks 
advance notice 
Lave you moving? If so, please give us 8 
weeks advance notice so we can continue tol 
| service your subscription promptly. Check the 
magazine(s)-listed below you subscribe to: 


(] THE WRESTLER 

| © INSIDE WRESTLING 

(1) SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
() PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
() WRESTLING 85/WRESTLING 


SUPERSTARS 


NAME 


OLD ADDRESS 


NEW ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 
Clip this form and send to: 

TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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THE MOST INCREDIBLE GRAB BAG 
IN WRESTLING HISTORY (HEaSz 


BEN STRONG aang 


Pa Eee 


SOLD SOLD 
OUT ouT 


SUMMER 8&3 


ANN/SUM 83 ANN/FALL 83 ANN/WIN 83 


we 


ANNISPR 84 ANN/SUM 84 


SUMM 


SUMMER 83 


Order Now While Supplies Last! SPORES REVIEW WRESTLING 
MAK! HECK PAYABLE 
ANNUALS TV. ‘SPORTS ONLY 
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ANNUAL 14 Box 48 

ANNUALISpr 80 Rockville Centre, $3.00 EACH 
ANNUAL/Sum 80 NY 411571 SS 
ANNUAL/Sum 81 

ANNUALIWin 81 Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 
ANNUAL/Spr 82 34 weeks for delivery. 

ANNUAL/Sum 82 — 

ANNUAL/Fall 82 In case of a_ sellout, indicate substitute 
ANNUAL/Win 82 choice: 


ANNUALSpr 83 : 
ANNUAL/Sum 83 Number of Magazines Ordered 


ANNUAL/Fall 83 Amount Enclosed $ 


Ateaiatane = PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


ANNUAL/Sum 84 
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WINTER 75 


= 


oo00cg 


NAME 
ADORESS - - APT 
City “a - 
BEN STRONG DO NOT ORDER ANY ISSUE NOT LISTED 
0 Febd/75 DO NOT USE OLD ORDER FORM a —$————— ee 
DO NOT SEND CONS STATE Zip 


For all orders except the United States and Canada, you must add one dollar (US) for every back issue I 
ordered for boat mail, and two dollars (US) for every back issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. | 


THIS MONTH IN... 


SPORTS REVIEW 


jis 
i @ ) 


STARRCADE ’85—Expereince all the 
action and glory of this major event ina 
special Sports Review section 


cq3uung | Tras 


Women’s wrestling comes of age, 
and everyone wonders: 
Is WENDI RICHTER more popular than 
HULK HOGAN? 


It’s the war before the war as DUSTY 
RHODES and THE ROAD WARRIORS 


take on RIC FLAIR and OLE 
& ARN ANDERSON 
PLUS... 
CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ: —_—— 
“When THE VON ERICHS cut our hair, PLUS... 
they cut their own throats!” . . . JIM BABY DOLL, PRECIOUS, and MISSY | 
GARVIN and STEVE REGAL’S futile HYATT all agree: SUNSHINE is a dirty 
battle to win respect... A full-color @#*%&!... “Ican save MAYA SINGH!” 
centerfold poster of RIC FLAIR... An By BARRY WINDHAM. .. . Special 
exclusive “Press Conference” with features such as “Inquiring Reporter,” 
the promoter of “Starrcade,” “Ask The Stars,” “Wrestler of the 
JIM CROCKETT Month,’ and “We Accuse”’ 
Allthisand much more... Allthisand much more... 
in the April 1986 issue of in the March 1986 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Sports Review Wrestling 
ON SALE NOW ON SALE NOW! 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


For every action ... Back in the February 1986 edition of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, we experimented with something a 
little bit unusual: ratings for a category normally never rated. 
Mainly, ratings of wrestling announcers. 

As we pointed out then, announcers are in fact quite 
rateable. There are very good wrestling announcers and 
there are very bad wrestling announcers, and reasons for 
any person being one or the other. The top 10 we listed 
were ranked on the basis of several criteria. 

First and foremost of those criteria was knowledge. An ana- 
lyst of match action should be knowledgeable enough to 
recognize that a particular wrestler has various strengths and 
weaknesses, and should recognize when those strengths and 
weaknesses come into play. The announcer should also know 
that the wrestler has a history of competition behind him. 
Several WWF announcers, for example, are notorious for ignor- 
ing the past of a wrestler who has just entered the region. 

Other important criteria involved delivery (how smoothly an 
individual speaks on the air, and how understandable the 
words are that he is saying), analysis (tying together diverse 
elements both of a wrestler’s history and of current events in 
his career to provide a perspective on the individual), and 
objectivity (an announcer should not be overly partial to either 
popular or hated wrestlers). Plus pure entertainment value. 

Beneath each announcer’s name is listed the area or areas 
for which they do commentary. No distinction was made 
between blow-by-blow or color commentators, as most wres- 
tling announcers tend to do double duty in this area. 


ANNOUNCERS TOP 10 
1—JESSE VENTURA 
World Wrestling Federation 
2—TONY SCHIAVONE 
World Championship Wrestling 
3—GORDON SOLIE 
Florida & Continental areas 
4—JIM ROSS 
Mid-South Wrestling 
5—JOEL WATTS 
Mid-South Wrestling 
| 6—MARK LOWRENCE 
World Class Wrestling 
7—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
World Wrestling Federation 
8—LANCE RUSSELL 
Mid-Southern Wrestling 
9—KEN RESNICK 
American Wrestling Association 
ij 10—BILL MERCER 
World Class Wrestling 


... there is an equal and opposite reaction: Hoo, boy! When 
we published those announcer ratings, we never imagined 


that we'd receive the kind of response we did. But we did. 

There was one letter we received that was just dripping 
with venom. It couldn't be ignored. 

Once again, with the caveat that the following are his 
opinions and his alone, we present Chuck Brinson of Bos- 
ton, who had this to say: 

! have had it up to here with your lousy ratings system. If 
! had an infinite number of monkeys typing away on an 
infinite number of typewriters for an infinite number of 
years, they might come up with all of Shakespeare's plays, 
but they couldn’t come close to producing the level of 
stupidity | see reflected each month in your ratings and in 
“Ratings Analysis.” 

But the February 1986 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated was 
the last straw. Announcer ratings? What a waste of space! 
And you didn’t even take the proper tack with them. If 
you're going to rate announcers, most of which are horrible 
to begin with (granted, Ventura is funny and Solie is a great 
analyst) why not rate the 10 worst announcers in the sport? 

In order to correct your gross error, I’ve included my own 
ratings, 10 through one, with 10 being the absolute worst 
announcer I’ve ever seen or heard, and the next nine being 
pretty damn close. Print these ratings—if you dare! And by 
the way, doesn’t it tell you something that half of these lousy 
10 are WWF announcers? 


BRINSON’S BOTTOM 10 
10—GORILLA MONSOON 

WWF wrestling 
9—KEN RESNICK 

Pro Wrestling USA 
8—VINCE McMAHON 

WWF wrestling 
7—BOB CAUDLE 

Mid-Atlantic wrestling 
6—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

WWF wrestling 
5—BILL MERCER 

World Class wrestling 
4—LARRY NELSON 

AWA wrestling 
3—LORD AL HAYS 

Wrestling TNT 
2—DAVID CROCKETT 

World Championship Wrestling 
1—GENE OKERLUND 


Vince McMahon WWF wrestling 


The address for mail: There's no reason you shouldn't send 
us abusive mail, just as Chuck Brinson did. Forward your 
comments to: “Ratings Analysis” clo Wrestling USA; Box 48; 
Rockville Centre; New York 11570. O 
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RESTLIN 


Top 10 is based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These 
ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board. 


JSS Rn 


Nikita Koloff 


TOP10 


1—RIC FLAIR 


243, Minneapolis, MN 


2—RICK MARTEL 


236, Quebec City, Quebec 


3—HULK HOGAN 


302, Venice Beach, CA 


pile RHODES 


02, Austin, TX 


5—TITO SANTANA 


245, Mission, TX 


. 6—MAGNUMT.A. 


245, Chesapeake, VA 


’ 1—RANDY SAVAGE 


245, Sarasota, FL 


8—NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Moscow, Russia 


9—BUTCH REED 


265, Kansas City, MO 


10—KERRY VON ERICH 


260, Denton, TX 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 


No. 1 contenders to AWA.and NWA World tag team titles 


Combined weight: 567 pounds 


2—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


WWF World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 511 pounds . 


3—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 


NWA World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 


4—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 
National tag team champions 
Combined weight: 525 pounds 


5—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 


World Class tag team champions 
Combined weight: 454 pounds 


6—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 


No, 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 


Combined weight: 524 pounds 


7—DYNAMITE KID & DAVEY BOY SMITH 


No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 


Combined weight: 461 pounds 


8—KERRY & KEVIN VON ERICH 


No.'1 contenders to World Class tag team title 


Combined weight: 499 pounds 


9—WAHOO McDANIEL & BILLY JACK HAYNES 


U.S. tag team champions 
Combined weight: 505 pounds 


10—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 


No. I contenders to Mid-Southern tag team title 


Combined weight: 479 pounds 


NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings, in addition to the regional ratings from around the country, are based on the official current 
position of challengers to the top title in each category. (Certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings). Most Popular 
and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and mail that comes to our offices. 


NWA 
World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
4—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
6—BUDDY LANDELL 
236, Los Angeles, CA 
7—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
8—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
9—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 


10—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
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AWA 
World Champion: 
RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
2—STAN HANSEN 
322, Borger, TX 
3—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 
4—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
248, Pittsburgh, PA 
5—MICHAEL HAYES 
255, Marietta, GA 
6—BORIS ZUKHOV 
254, Leningrad, Russia 
7—SCOTT HALL 
290, Minneapolis, MN 
8—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 
9—CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
10—JERRY BLACKWELL 
474, Stone Mountain, GA 


WWF 


World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
1—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
4—PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 
5—TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 
6—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
274, Sunset Beach, HA 
7—RODDY PIPER 
231, Scotland 
8—ANDRE THE GIANT 
505, Grenoble, France 
9—JOHN STUDD 
364, Washington, DC 
10—KING KONG BUNDY 
446, Atlantic City, NJ 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

1—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
2—BUDDY LANDELL 

236, Los Angeles, CA 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—KRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV 

303, Thief River Falls, MN 
5—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
7—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 

260, Paradise Valley, AZ 
8—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 
9—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 


10—KONGA THE BARBARIAN 
265, Chicago, Il 


WORLD CLASS 

1—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—BRIAN ADIDAS 

238, Denton, TX 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
4—GINO HERNANDEZ 

224, Houston, TX 
5—ICEMAN PARSONS 

242, St. Louis, MO 
6—KEVIN VON ERICH 

239, Denton, TX 
7—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
8—LANCE VON ERICH 

260, Dallas, TX 
9—SCOTT CASEY 

235, Amanilo, TX 

10—THE MISSING LINK 
273, parts unknown 


CONTINENTAL 
1—THE FLAME 
305, parts unknown 


2—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 


227, South Wales 
3—TOMMY RICH 

238, Hendersonville, TN 
4—JIMIMY GOLDEN 

234, Montgomery, AL 
5—THE BULLET 

234, parts unknown 
6—ROBERT FULLER 

238, Dyresburg, TN 
7—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Manetta, GA 
8—ROBERTO SOTO 

231, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
9—ROY WELCH 

224, Tampa, FL 

10—BILL ASH 
224, Paris, AK 


MID-SOUTH 
1—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
2—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 
3—HUMONGOUS 
318, parts unknown 
4—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
5—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 


6—STEVE 
265, Tulsa, OK 
7—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
8—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 
9—JAKE ROBERTS « 
243, Baton Rouge, LA 


10—BUZZ SAWYER 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 


NORTHWEST 
1—BOBBY JAGGERS 
265, Dunlap, KS 
2—TOM ZENK 
237, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—MIKE MILLER 
260, Memphis, TN 


4—MOONDOG MORETTI 


245, Boise, ID 
5—STEVE PARDEE 

232, San Mateo, CA 
6—MEGA MAHARISHI 

260, Portland, OR 
7—KARL STEINER 

250, East Germany 
8—SCOTT DORING 

270, Minneapolis, MN 
9—CHRIS COLT 

230, San Fransisco, CA 


10—TOIMOTHY FLOWERS 
245, New york, NY 


OFFICIAL 
RESTLING 
RATINGS 


FLORIDA 


1—LEX LUGER 
280, Chicago, IL 


2—KENDALL WINDHAM 


220, Sweetwater, TX 
3—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

239, Boston, MA 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 

236, Sweetwater, TX 
5—WAHOO McDANIEL 

260, Midland, TX 
6—MIKE GRAHAM 

229, Tampa, FL; 


7—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 


310, Sweetwater, TX 
8—MAYA SINGH 

273, Tampa, FL 
9—HECTOR GUERRERO 

243, Mexico 


10Q—TYREE PRIDE 
231, Haiti 


MOST POPULAR 

1—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
5—RICK MARTEL 

236, Quebec City, Quebec 
6—RICK STEAMBOAT 

238, Honolulu, HI 
1—TITO SANTANA 

245, Mission, TX 
8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

280, New York, NY 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 

236, Sweetwater, TX 


10—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


For period ended December 11, 1985 


MID-SOUTHERN 
1—BILL DUNDEE 
214, Melbourne, Australia 
2—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
3—DUTCH MANTEL 
242, Bucksnorth, TN 
4—KOKO WARE 
229, Union City, TN 
5—PHIL HICKERSON 
238, Jackson, TN _ 
6—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
7—TARRAS BULBA 
237, Outer Mongolia 
8—BOTA 
270, Maon Islands 
9—JERRY JARRETT 
223, Nashville, TN 
10—TOJO YAMAMOTO 
230, Tokyo, Japan 


MOST HATED 
1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—RODDY PIPER 
231, Glasgow, Scotland 
3—OLE ANDERSON 
256, Minneapolis, MN 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 
216, Moscow, Russia 
5—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 


6—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


7—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


274, Sunset Beach, HI 
8—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
9—CHRIS ADAMS ; 
230, Stratford, England 
10—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 


—_ be 2 a Uy = 
Correspondents Delbert Whitney and Taylor Chumley would like 
to see David Shultz wrestle Hulk Hogan again for the WWF World 
heavyweight title. So would Shultz! 


KINGDOM OF DAVID 


Congratulations to the staff of Wrestling USA for ~ 


the interview you put together with “Dr. D’” David 
Shultz in the Winter 1985 issue. Your never-ending 
crusade for the truth is what separates your maga- 
zines from all others. Hearing all the derogatory 
remarks aimed at Shultz was a difficult cross for me 
to bear. 

I've been a big fan of Dr. D’s since I saw him 
nearly decapitate Hulk Hogan in a match in St. Paul. 
I knew back then that his forthright, no-bull style 
would someday get him in trouble. Little did I 
know it would be before a nationwide television 
audience! 

Anyway, I knew there had to be more to the 
story than what that doughheaded interrogator, 
John Stossel, was letting on to. Shultz is a violent 
man, but he is not one to go off without due reason. 
After reading your revealing interview, the full pic- 
ture has been painted for the fans. It’s a shame that 
he will never get another shot at Hogan. I'd love to 
see him emerge as world champion. After all he’s 
been through, he deserves it. 

DELBERT WHITNEY 
St. Paul, MN 


The interview with David Shultz that appeared in 
the last edition of Wrestling USA revealed Shultz as 
the hardest man in the sport. This guy eats nails for 
breakfast and washes it down with motor oil. While 
I suppose a lumbering clown like Hulk Hogan is a 
better ambassador for the sport, a better magazine 
cover, a more digestible interview, it is neverthe- 
less a shame that wrestling’s toughest ‘individual has 
been immobilized by politics. Hogan would be 
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chopped liver for David Shultz. But why would the 

WWF want a champion who couldn’t—and 
wouldn’t—dance to to their tunes? 

TAYLOR CHUMLEY 

Philadelphia 


NETWORK TV IS A WASH 

It’s time for Stu Saks to follow up his piece on the 
retum of professional wrestling to network televi- 
sion. May 11, 1985, will go down in the annals of 
wrestling history as, to borrow a phrase, the day 
the music died. Wrestling has survived media indif- 
ference, but it’s doubtful whether it can survive 
Saturday Night’s Main Event. Vince McMahon is not 
bringing to NBC a brand of wrestling that I am in 
any way familiar with. 


Uncle Elmer kisses his bride as Hillbilly Jim looks proud. Is this 
wrestling? No, but it appears on the WWF's network wrestling 
program, Saturday Night’s Main Event. 


The wrestling on Main Event has no pulse. 
There’s no suspense, no edge, no thuill, or excite- 
ment. I hate weddings and I hate pie fights. The 
show makes a mockery of the sport. I’d like to see 
Saks interview some wrestling fans and reveal their 
feelings. I volunteer for the story. I think the show 
stinks. 

BENNY O’MARA 
Boston 


ARROGANCE OF MEDIOCRITY 

The Winter '85 edition of Wrestling USA featured 
a story about Ric Flair explaining how great he is 
(“Ric Flair: The Arrogance Of Greatness”). What a 
bunch of bull! Flair is nothing but a thin-skinned 
coward who has relied on others to do his dirty 
work while he sits back and reaps the benefits. I 


personally don’t care what Flair eats for dinner, or 
drinks; or how much his clothes cost, or how much 
it costs to heat his home in the winter. I want to see 
him answer questions about his attack on Dusty 
Rhodes. I want to see him squirm out of that one. 
To arrive at the conclusion that Flair’s arrogance is 
justified is irresponsible. I think he’s a deadbeat. I 
think he’s a blowhard. 
BYRON HUNTER 
Ashville, NC 


WUNNERFUL, WUNNERFUL 

Fans stand and wildly cheer, 

For Mr. Wonderful is about to appear. 
He enters the ring in his robe of blue, 
Points to the fans that this one’s for you! 
The lights make his golden hair shine, 
His intense look tells you it’s time. 
With muscles rippling he’s ready to go, 
His opponent’s chances are pretty low. 
The fans cheer Mr. Wonderful’s moves, 
His piledriver leaves nothing to prove. 
He stands victorious, arms held high, 
No one can beat him, but still they try. 


Phylis Kerns, whose verse honoring Paul Ormdorff appears on 
this page, feels that “Mr. Wonderful’ is poetry in motion. 


He still has power he hasn’t unleashed, 
When he does, Piper will feel the grief. 
Paul Omdorff’s the man to watch this year, 
He'll defeat them all without any fear. 
Heenan’s bounty will not make him fall, 
This powerful man will always walk tall. 
Mr. Wonderful is his name, 
Power wrestling, his only game! 
PHYLIS KERNS 
Baltimore, MD 


SMALL CLAIMS COURT 

Michael Hayes claims to be strong, with a body 
outlined in flab. Michael Hayes claims courage, but 
is paralyzed without his Freebird partners. He 
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Freebird Michael Hayes has a lot of fans throughout the wrestling 
world. Rochelle Bernbeam of Kew Gardens, New York, though, is 
not one of them. 


claims rhythm and moves like a duck. He claims 
good voice, yet sounds like damaged transmission. 
He claims drinking prowess, yet passes out from a 
California Cooler. He claims intelligence, yet thinks 
like a donkey. He claims humor, and is as funny as 
a tumor. Michael Hayes offers nothing to the world 
of wrestling, and the world in general. He should 
be court-martialed on general principles. His worst 
curse would be solitary confinement, where he 
would be forced to spend time with himself. 
ROCHELLE BERNBEAM 
Kew Gardens, NY U 


Beats comments concerning the sport of wrestling and 
ne are invited. Send your le 


YOU'LL LOOK SENSATIONAL 


INSTAN 


NO SUN! NO LAMPS! NO DRUGS! 


Get the world’s safest tan! 
Get the world’s fastest tan! 
Get the most affordable tan! 


AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE 
A PILL OR WAIT ONE MINUTE! 


Talk about good looks! Nothing makes you look better, 
healthier, more energetic than a rich, golden tan. We all 
know what some people will go through to achieve it. . 
hours of sitting in the broiling sun or basking ona roof- 
top or sweltering under an expensive sun lamp... and 
now... some have even been induced to.take pills... 
that promise to tan you from the inside. But how 
would you like to be able to put on a rich, satiny- 
finish golden tan as easily as putting on your clothes? 
And a more beautiful tan than you can get from the sun 
or a lamp or any pill! Marvelous INSTANTAN is here 
now and creating a whole new happy following of 
boosters. 


Lasts as long as a sun tan! 
Won't come off till you want it to! 


INSTANTAN is not just another cover-up. 
: It’s an entirely new KIND of a product’... 
that slips on as smooth as cream... sinks 
into the skin like a real suntan, without 
streaks or give-away signs of any kind and 
leaves you with a tan that’s better, safer 
and more flattering than any sunbather or 
sunlamp sitter or pill-taker, Swim with it. 
Shower with it. But show it off as much as 
possible and watch them all envy that 
golden satiny, healthy-looking gloss. 


Great tan for your entire body! 


We want to emphasize... INSTANTAN is GOOD for 
your skin. [ts dermatologically formulated with a collec- 
tion of your skin's best helpers... plus an ingredient that 
adds,a pigment developed with the aid of men's fashion 
consultants to achieve the color and glow most flattering 
to macho men, /t contains elements that no other product 
of its kind has ever been able to boast before, [tis indeed 
Science's answer to a long-standing demand for a skin- 
tanning provess that takes no time atall and does away 
with tedious methods now practiced. 


Costs less in time and money! 


Sun bathing takes lots of time and costs money in travel, 
lotions, and hours of basking in strong sunlight. 
INSTANTAN costs only pennies per application; 
takes only minutes and actually improves your skin 
better than lotions and balms and ointments costing up 
to ten times as much. And here’s one MORE but very 
important PLUS... INSTANTAN is guaranteed... 
and we mean UNCONDITIONALLY . . , to be all we 
say... and todo all we promise .. . as fast as we say it 
will. All we want you to do is try Zt. Spread a little on 


your skin. See how great it FEELS. Notice how great it 
looks! That satiny golden sheen. That healthy 
beachcomber look. That jet-setter vacation affluence 
you emanate, You'll have the look you've been envying 
on others. The glow of success, The appearance of well- 
being, And undemeath your tan, your skin will take on 
a fine, smooth tone that only a well-cared-for com- 
plexion has. 


High quality skin-care product. 
Guaranteed to improve your skin. 


Men of fair skin whom nature cheated out of the joy ofa 
rich, healthy tan by making them turn beet-red and 
suffer pain, stop hiding from threatening ultra-violet 
rays! Your time has come! Spread on INSTANTAN and 
look marvelous! Stop worrying about the vulnerability 
to skin disease. INSTANTAN is good for fair skin 
especially! See how smooth, flexible and youthful your 
skin will become, Say goodbye to the lobster look 
and say hello to that rich, golden, satin-gloss look 
you've always wished for. Fair skin or olive skin. . . 
INSTANTAN is foryou. Wait tll you see for yourself! 


Not just a skin cover but a deep- 
down penetrating treatment. 


We want you to give INSTANTAN the quick-spread test. 
Just rub it on any part of your bady. See how it sinks 
INTO your skin, How smoothly it spreads. How good it 
feels. And how its satiny finish looks like the perfect 
suntan in rich glow, color and texture. How natural! 


Your friends will compliment you . . . and envy you. 
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INSTANTAN is the triumphant result 
of persistant, patient, extensive 
scientific research! 


Dermatologists, bio-chemists, pharmacists and 
researchers pooled their collective knowledge to bring 
forth a product that works like magic. Soothes, 
smooths, colors, nourishes, protects, improves and 
stays on. Then off it comes, completely and easily 
WHEN YOU WANT IT TO, If that isn’t something to 
shout abot, we don’t know our miracles. . . and we've 
brought forth a few. Try it yourself without risk. 


A personal note from us to you... 


Before INSTANTAN is. offered through national 
retail channels, we have induced the laboratories not 
only to permit us to bring this wonder produet to you 
by mail order, but to let us set the price as low as 


possible for a predetermined time, The great success 
we have had with aver a duzen new products in the 
very recent past has given us special prestige with 
research laboratories, not to mention an enviable 
position among consumers. Our guarantee on all our 
products means a lot, 


WITH 
YOUR 


No more hours of broiling! No 
more waiting! Tan right away! 
GLOWING NATURAL BRONZE! 


Ever on the alert to bring our many friends new and 
wonderful products at prices they can well afford, we 
are justifiably proud to bring you INSTANTAN because 
we know of nothing else like it, So confident are we that 
you will not only delight in it but tell your closest friends 
and family about it that we have specially lowered the 
offering price in anticipation of extraordinarily large 
volume through recommendation. Only by trying it can 
you even begin to appreciate it, Therefore, we urge you 
to order now and get our quick delivery. 


If you’re not absolutely thrilled 
with what INSTANTAN does for 
you return it for full refund! 


What else can we do but impress upon you the fact that 
we take all the risk? Hotw else can we convince you that 
we are 100% sincere then we make claims that are so 
sensational they are hard to believe? But if you try this 
product and for any reason feel even the slightest bit 
dissatisfied, we will gladly refund your money. Our good 
reputation ts at stake, 


t | NANCY JONES HEALTH WORLD, INC. Dept. A2T ! 

' P.O. BOX 879, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

OKAY! Send me a supply of INSTANTAN and if it 
doesn't produce a better tan than the sun, mete or ! 


j pills 1 understand [ can get my money back . . . no 
{ delay or questions , \ 
l Oo Standard ‘supply +. $6.95 \ 
i {1 Double supply... 12.75 I 
' J am adding $1.00 to cover postage and handling. 
t 

| 
: Name ! 
| Address I 
: ! 
' 
1 City ; 

! 
| State Zip 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the profits. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4H.P. Engine... . ALL YOURS TO 


in SMALL ENGINE 
service and repair 7 


Start your own money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to-make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 


. BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


4 making business! 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’.. . all the inside facts you need 
to agsure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until 1 
started the Foley- ) 
Belsaw Course.” Walter H. Strick 

Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


50818 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


fact-filled @& 
There is NO OBLIGATION and 


FREE 


Tells how you quickly 
train to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
Nov Bi Sk 30- vi 

NO K Trial | 


Otter! 


BOOKLET! .NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE ,50818FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


C1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 


Address _ 
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WRESTLING'S BEST — 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eupishea montny 


The acknowledged ieader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements, in our special 
fan ballot. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 


career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each issue’s ie) 
“Press Conference”’ brings you a probing interview with one of << 
wrestling's top names . . . “Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the- 

minute news as of presstime . . . Award-winning columns from wrestling's wa 

most respected staff of independent journalists . .. Comprehensive ¥ ‘ 
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ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” . . . Se 
All this and more—every month! 7 
THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM @ 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month — 


INSIDE WRESTLING (Published Monthly) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat’’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals voice their hatred over 
the airwaves . . . Award-winning columns from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where 
Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a 
mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . ‘Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down" tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


Bene: Tes Spots 36 Magazines For Only $42! 
x 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Name 
Address 
City Siaie. ip 
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